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CHAPTER I – CONDITIONS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES

INTRODUCTION

PART ONE:

 LEGAL ENVIRONMENT 

PART TWO:
 
CASE STUDY 

PART THREE:
 EXPERT SURVEY

CONCLUSION

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this research was to discover the actual problems of representatives of various religious minorities living in Armenia and to present possible solutions for them. The purpose of the research is also to clarify whether members of religious organizations migrate to other countries because of religious persecutions, or that serves only as a reason for hiding the real motivation. Sects operating in Armenia do not obey to Armenian Apostolic Church and that doesn’t contradict to 23 article of RA Constitution, according to which each person has the right of religious freedom. RA State Council of Religious Affairs provided information about all religious organizations registered in Armenia. 

1. Armenian Katoghike Church of Armenia 

2. Mkhitaryan Center of Armenia

3. Armenian branch of “Virgin of Armenia” Monastery of pure pregnancy sister’s union

4. Yerevan Evangelic church of RA

5. Union of Armenian Evangelic churches

6. Armenian Evangelic church

7. Armenian branch of “Hope for Armenia” organization of France

8. “Armenian Evangelic association of America”

9. Community of Kanaker St. Virgin Russian Orthodox  church in Yerevan

10. St. Nickolay wonder-maker church in Gyumri.

11. Vanadzor St. Mother of God Church 

12. Kirik and Iulita St. Martyrs church in Dimitrov village

13. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Yerevan

14. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Stepanavan

15. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Arevshat

16. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Ararat

17. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Abovyan 

18. Church of Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians in Vanadzor

19. Armenian Evangelic Baptist Church in Shirak marz

20. Union of Churches of Armenian Church Armenian Evangelic Baptist Christians 

21. Armenian “Word of Life” Church

22. Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church in Charentsavan

23. “Orgaization of Evangelic belief Christians” in Shirak marz

24. Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church in Yerevan

25. Masis Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church of RA

26. Religious Organization of Pentecostals in Yerevan Erebuni community of RA

27. Ararat Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church of RA

28. Artashat Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church of RA

29. Evangelic belief Christian’s church of RA Lori, Tavush marzes 

30. Organization of Evangelic belief Christians in Yerevan

31.Organization of Evangelic belief Christians in Kotayk, Geghekunik and Aragatsotn marzes 

32. Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church of Armavir marz

33. Evangelic belief Christian’s’ church of Echmiatsin city

34. Armenian community of new apostolic church

35. Bahayis community of Armenia

36. Armenian religious community of Jesus Christ’s latest days saints church

37. Spiritual union of Armenian space mission

38. Armenian community of Ezids disciples

39. RA Ezids’ National “Sheykhi Sheykhu Bara” community

40. RA branch of USA “Agape” religious beneficiary organization

41. Religious community “Arordi testament” 

42. Benevolant Organization “Guedeon” in Vanadzor

43. Jewish religious organization of Armenia 

44. Benevolant Organization “Guedeon” in Yerevan

45. Armenian Shabatapah-Galstakan (Adventist Church)

46. Theological Centre Gandzasar



The registration of mentioned 46 organizations was realized in 2000 and 2001. Twenty-four of them operate in Yerevan, the rest – in marzes. The sects, we are interested in, except “Charizmats” are not included in this list. We have chosen “Jehovah’s witnesses” and “Union of Krishna Consciousness” for interviewing, as they greatly bother the population with their activities. There were numerous complaints from citizens in State Council of Religious Affairs of researched three sects. Representatives of State Council of Religious Affairs explained us that 

a) “Krishnaids” have been registered since 1993-98, but they have not been re-registered because of reduction of number of members. 

b) “Jehovah’s witnesses” do not allow to register, because  their legislation does not correspond to Constitution requirements and because of complaints of numerous citizens (nearly 400 people) 

This problems is so actual that Armenian press, TV and radio refer to their activity. In article “The leader of Jehovah’s witnesses before the court”, in issue of private newspaper “Republic of Armenia” of November 22, it is written about juridical case of Jehovah’s witness Lyova Margaryan in Metsamor, which had popularity. “Azg” daily newspaper in article of November 20 titled “This dangerous and epidemic illness – sects” referred to this noisy case. Russian language newspaper “Golos Armenii” referred to the case of that sectarian as well. In issue of the newspaper of November 20, it is spoken about harms made by “Jehovah’s witnesses” leader Lyova Margaryan to inhabitants of Metsamor, involving teenagers in that sect. 


Sects are widespread in Armenia. Especially in recent years their geographical distribution has enlarged. For example, “Jehovah’s witnesses”, “Evangelic baptism community”, “Armenian Apostolic Church”, “Trends of Fifty days” sects are greatly spread in Yerevan, in comparison with them “Charizmats” are less spread.

 In Ararat and Armavir marzes “Jehovah’s witnesses”, “Evangelic baptism community”, “Trends of Fifty days” also gain wide popularity. “Trends of Fifty days” is the most popular in Lori marz, and then - “Jehovah’s witnesses”. Comparatively, the latter are less spread in Syunik, Gegharkunik and Vayots Dzor marzes. Sects are especially popular in Yerevan, where all religious flows are presented. They are widely spread in Vanadzor, Stepanavan, Gyumri, Alaverdi, Tashir, Hrazdan, Sevan, Kapan, Eghegnadzor and other cities. 

PART ONE
LEGAL ENVIRONMENT 

Second chapter of the Constitution of the RA is on the fundamental freedoms and rights of person and citizen.

Article15 
Citizens, regardless of national origin, race, sex, language, creed, political or other persuasion, social origin, wealth or other status, are entitled to all the rights and freedoms, and subject to the duties determined by the Constitution and the laws. 


Article
16 
All are equal before the law and shall be given equal protection of the law without discrimination. 

Article
23 
Everyone is entitled to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion. The freedom to exercise one's religion and beliefs may only be restricted by law on the grounds prescribed in Article 45 of the Constitution

Article
47 
Every citizen shall participate in the defense of the Republic of Armenia in a manner prescribed by law. 

RA law on the liberty of conscience and religious organizations /1991/


This law was approved in 17 of June, 1991. In 10 of September, 1997. There were introduced some changes by the National Assembly. According to the article N 8 of the last one, the religious actions are forbidden on the territory of the RA. The actions, which are consolidated by the 7 article of this law cant, be considered as religious actions and there is no punishment for them. 


RA law /03.04.2001/ on the changes in the law on liberty of conscience and religious organizations’ rights.

 
On the 3 April, 2001, 14th article of the law on “liberty of conscience and religious organizations” was changed. 


Religious community or organizations can be consolidated as a juridical structure only after getting state registration from the header of state register according to the law. To get the registration the religious organizations should present to the juridical bodies the papers which are requested by the sub points “B” and “E” of the 5th article of the law. This is a expert conclusion that can be given to the organization only if the organization has all the necessary papers requested by the article mentioned below.   The expert conclusion should be given by the responsible body on the religious affairs to the demanders during 10 days after the day of his request.


In the past the order was the following:


Only the state govern body consolidated by the Government of the RA could give a juridical status to the religious community or organization, that had to present to them his legislation and the papers requested by the 5th article of the law. 

 
5th article of the law on the “liberty of conscience and religious organization” says that:


 the group of citizens can be considered as a religious organization only if:

· it doesn’t contradict with the content  of 3rd article / the violation of  individual’s attitude toward the devotions and  studies of religious  organization. The liberty of conscience can be restricted only in the case of social danger, people health and morality, to protect the rights of citizens/,

· Bases on Scripture, emphasizes what is “ours” 

· It is involved in the modern International religious-church communities

· It has minimum 200 members. Teenagers can not be members of the religious organizations in spite of their participation in its devotions. These conditions (except article A) are not obliged only for the national minorities according to their religion.

Civil codex of the RA /1998/ 


According to the civil codex of the RA all the NGO’s and Religious organizations should have the same juridical status. In the same time, the juridical status of some NGO’s can be consolidated not only by the civil codex, but also by the other laws of the RA.  /civil codex of the RA, article N 122/.

RA codex on the marriage and family. 

Article 4. All have equal rights in family relations. The restriction of rights and the discrimination because of individual’s origin, social and property status, nationality, sex, education, attitude toward the religion, occupation, residence and other conditions are forbidden.

RA law on The Rights of Children  

 10th article of the above-mentioned law consolidates children’s freedom on creed, preach and conscience. 

    All children have right of freedom on creed, preach and conscience. 

It should be paid a special attention to the child’s views, creeds and opinions according to his age.


Only law can consolidate freedom on preach, creed if it is necessary for the state or social security, social order, child’s health, moral image or for the protection of others fundamental rights. On the contrary to the RA law on the liberty of conscience or religious organizations, teenagers cannot be members of religious organizations, in spite of their participation in the devotions and other conditions. 10th article of RA law on the children rights interdicts the membership of teenagers in religious organizations without his/her parents’ or other legal representatives’ accordance.  

“About Administrative Violation of the Law” RA Legislation /1985/

Article 2051 Violation of the established order for rendering halls, concert halls, cinemas, theatre halls and other territories for the organizing religious rituals by officials of state enterprises, institutions and organizations 

- Brings to imposition of a fine – in sum of four times over the established minimal salary.


The same violation, which has been done by an official once more, during one year after implementing administrative measures of punishment 

- Brings to imposition of a fine – in sum of ten times over the established minimal salary.

Article 2052 violation of the established order to teach religion in state educational institutions


- brings to imposition of a fine to officials in sum of five times over the established minimal salary.

Violation of the established order of conducting religious actions in State educational institutions and in camps

 
- brings to imposition of a fine to officials in sum of ten times over the established minimal salary.

Article 2053 activities of religious organizations registered in RA unforeseen in their regulation


- Brings to imposition of a fine – in sum of five times over the established minimal salary.

Article 206 violation of the legislation on religious unions:

1. Avoiding to register the union in state management bodies by the leaders of religious unions, 

2. Violation of established rules for organizing and realizing religious meetings, demonstrations and other rituals, 

3. Organizing and conducting children’s and adults’ special meetings, as well as groups other working and educational groups having nothing to do with belief rituals by belief servants and members of religious unions:

Brings to imposition of a fine – in sum of 30% of the established minimal salary till its full shape. 

RA Criminal Codex /1961/

Article 141 Violation of laws on separating Church from the State and schools from Church is punished by means of correctional works of one year duration or by a fine in sum of 100 drams. 

The same action, in case it has been done for the purpose to violate the laws on separating Church from the State and schools from Church by a person who has been imprisoned in past, as well as the organizational activities for such actions is punished by means of imprisonment up to three years duration. 

Article 142 Being an obstacle for religious rituals, as much as they don’t disturb pubic order and are not parallels to actions against citizens’ rights is punished by means of correctional works up to six months duration or public persecutions.

Article 244 The organization and management of such a group, the activity of which is to preach religious beliefs and organize religious rituals and is inclined to actions, which are dangerous for citizens’ health, for citizens themselves or their rights, or involving people under age in that activity, as well as encouraging citizens to give up public activity or civil duties is punished by imprisonment up to five years duration or exile from 2 to 5 years with occupation of property or without it. 


The active participation in activity of the group mentioned in the first part of this article, as well as systematic propaganda for the realization of actions mentioned in the article are punished by means of either imprisonment up to 3 years or exile for 2-3 years, or correctional works up to 2 years’ duration. 

Measures of public affection may be implemented towards people mentioned in the second part of the article, if their activities and they themselves are not dangerous for the society. 

RA Electoral Codex /1999/


Citizens having the right to vote despite of their nationality, race, gender, language, religion, political or other ideas, social origin, ownership or other state, have the right to vote and to be elected. On these basis the law persecutes each restriction of voting right. 

Order of RA President 

In March 15, 2001 /PO-836/ RA Presidential order considered invalid Presidential Order 269 of December 21, 1993 on “Measures securing legacy of religious activities on the territory of RA”. 

The Duties of Armenia in Membership of European Council

Parliamentary Assembly indicates Armenia to realize a set of duties according to Conventions /Human Rights/:

· to secure the activities of all churches and especially of co-called “non-traditional” ones without discrimination 

· in course of three years after the membership to accept a law corresponding to European norms, i.e. law on “Alternative service”, and before that to announce an excuse to those people who have been imprisoned or who serve in orderly teams, and who have refused military service because of religious motivations, and to allow them to do their military service in non-military places or substitute it for a civil service /till the time when the law on “Alternative service” would come to power/.

This was accepted by the Assembly in June 28, 2000 /21st session/. 

PART TWO
 CASE STUDY 

This research was conducted by four interviewers. The respondents were 60 persons from different religious organizations (27 persons from “Jehova’s witnesses”, 26 persons from “Krishnaides” and 7 persons from “Kharizmates”). We prepare 20 questionnaires  for each of these organizations. But as there were some problems with “Charizmate’s” organization we decided to give their 13 questionnaire to the representatives of  other organizations (“Jehova’s witnesses” and “Krishnaides”).

The interview was implemented by the methods of snow-ball and Nurenberg, in Yerevan and Armavir cities. During the first one the interviewers  found the respondents referring on the information of members of this or that organization participated to the interview. During the second one the interviewers found them by the individual way. 

37 persons were interviewed in Yerevan and 23 persons in Armavir, in which 


Sex
Age


Male
Female
18.24
25-40
40 and more

Amount
44
16
9
21
30

Most of all we had problems with the members of religious organization “Jehovah’s witnesses”. Nobody of them agreed to participate in the social survey without the accordance of their leader. Only after 21 days of hard negotiations and searches we arrived to meet the leader of this organization Hrachya Keshishyan and his deputy Rostam. 

At first they asked us to read the questionnaire. After long and scrupulous examination they came to a conclusion that the questionnaire is prepared by the Ministry of National Security and interdicted us to conduct this research with the members of their organization. When we pointed to new facts they gave us the facts and the data of their journal “Observatory”. After long negotiations we induced the leader of this organization to let us participate in their devotions to know better their faith. After long hesitation he agreed.  

At first everything was all right. They let us even to interview some members of their organization, but in appointed day they refused to answer. We were obliged to find “Jehovah’s witnesses” in regions, out of Yerevan city. 

We got the information from our friends that there are a lot of  “Jehovah’s witnesses” in Armavir and Metsamor cities. We tried to make there social survey, but here also after  surmount some obstacles we found their in Armavir city. During our conversation we told him that we knew the leader of  the organization in Yerevan and about our participation in their devotions. After long negotiations he let us to interview 23 members of his organization. 

There were difficulties also with  First day it seemed that everything is fine and quite. The interviewer arrived to interview seven representatives of this organization. But next day the leader interdicted us to continue the interview for unknown reasons. We were obliged to stop interview. 

With ………also we had some difficulties. After examining our questionnaire their leader told thought that our questionnaire is prepared by the Ministry of National Security. 

The other representatives of this religious organization had also this mistrustfulness and felt discomfort. Only by the help of middlemen was possible to conduct this survey. Even by this way they thought that they are persecuted by the juridical organs (it’s artificially taught). The sense of fear is also conditioned with the consequence that the organization is not registered. Its representatives are usually people who live in bad conditions or who used to have various psychological problems. In spite of difficulties, it was possible to conduct sociological survey with them.


It’s interesting that the great part of respondents (55%) (26.7 % “Jehovah’s witnesses” , 20.0% “Krishnaides”, 8.3% “Kharizmatner”) became the members of these religious organizations more then five years ago. 31.6% of  respondents (10.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 18.3% “Krishnaides”, 3.3% “Charizmatner”). became the members of religious organization during last 2-5 years.


It’s a fact that the great part of respondents were involved in the following organizations  during the years of Karabakh War and post-war hard period, and their amount more and more decreases. During last 1-2 years 11.7% of respondents became the members of religious organizations (5 persons from “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 2 persons from “Krishnaides”.  During last 3-6 months only one person from respondents became the member of religious organization (“Krishnaides”). 


The respondents got information concerning religious organizations by the following ways:

· Member of this organization
46.7%

· Relatives, friends
53.3%

· Journals, brochures
13.3%


It’s interesting that 55.0% of respondents (18.3% “Jehovah’s witnesses” (from their amount), 30.0% “Krishanides”, 6.7% “Charizmates”) were before the representatives of Armenian Apostolic Church.. 40% (23.3% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 13.3% “Krishnaides”, 3.3% “Charizmates” were atheists. 


53% of respondents said that they became the members of religious organizations to “ Cognize the truth of God, to like the preached ideas and to be close to them”, the other 25% find that in these organizations they got complete and founded answers to their questions. Only the representatives of “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization gave this kind of answers.


All 60 respondents insist that the spiritual relations with their leaders give them “spiritual good”.


90% of them find that in religious organizations they realized their expectations. Only 5% find that they didn’t do it as they hadn’t expectations. And 5% didn’t understand yet were they realized or no. 


68.3% find that the membership in religious organization give them “Spiritual privilege ” (by turn 35.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 25.0% “Krishnaides”, 8.3% “Charizmats”). For 16.7% of respondents life became more sensfull, their perception became more correct, they came to a real faith (by turn 6.7% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 8.3% “Krishnaides”, 1.7% “Charizmates”), for 18.3% ”Security” (by turn 14.9% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 1.7% “Krishnaides”, 1.7% “Charizmates”), for 10% “The existence of intern feelings” (all respondents were “Jehovah’s witnesses”).


The problem of job seeking is also very interesting. 96.7% of respondents said that they have no problems with it. The same thing is for  “Jehovah’s witnesses” (43.3%), “Krishnaides”(41.7%), “Charizmates”(11.7%). Only one person from them had problem of job seeking. This is a strange fact  because the level of  unemployment in the country is very high. 


To the question “Have authorities ever limited your rights” 37.3% of respondents answered “No”, (30.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 31.6%Krishnaides, 11.7% “Charizmates”). 26.7% from the answers were positive (16.7% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 10.0% “Krishnaides”). They mentioned following forms of violation:

· Disfranchisement of right to speak



-8.3%

· National aggression toward this organization


-6.7%

· Prohibition of  liberty of conscience 



-1.7%

· Media give wrong information



-1.7%

· Disfranchise them of their juridical protection 


-3.3%

· Call them to the Ministry of  National Security
and


 oblige them to stop the propagation



-1.7%

· Disfranchisement of civil right




-3.3%

· Institution of criminal proceeding




-1.7%

Here are the words of one of the members of “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization Hovhanes. He is 34 years old and had a criminal record for murder before. According to his words nobody showed him the right way, when he was in hard state of mind. For the first time he met “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization in Kharkov, Republic of Ukraine and finally found the peace of his mind. Then he returned in Armenia and here in this organization he met his future wife.       

According to his words the people of their entourage ignored them for their membership in Yehova’s organization and one of them even spited upon his wife. Hovhannes took it into court and the last one decided to fine the infringer. 

“So nobody is devoid of the protection or liberty of conscience in Armenia. As for the predatory attacks, so this is a daily thing for us. The members of Armenian Apostolic Church are also their victims”. 

It’s a fact that to the question “Have the authorities ever limited your rights” 73.3% of respondents ( 30.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 31.7% “Krishnaides”, 11.7% “Charizmates”) gave negative answers is interesting and not accidental. 

The other fact that 83.3% of respondents ( 33.3% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 38.3% “Krishanaides”, 11.7% “Charizmates”) find that Armenian Apostolic Church have never weighed upon them is also interesting. 16.7% of respondents find that nevertheless there is some pressure. 

In general they mention following reasons:

· They oblige us to adopt faith of Armenian Apostolic Church.

· The priest who teaches religion at school threatened to the representative of “Jehovah’s witnesses” to dismiss him if he would not stop to preach his faith.  

· Predatory attacks. The hall’s doors of organization and all the other things were broken.

· In some programs of media they peal to annihilate the members of religious organizations, until there is not too much of them.

· During the funeral of one person, the priest began to  dispose all the people to me after he knew that I am a member of religious organization “Witnesses of Jehova”.

As for the obligation and violation of human rights, so these are the members of mentioned organizations who do this kind of things. Here is a story that heard one of our interviewers. The matter concerns to one Armenian girl who were involved in “Krishnaid” organization during her last study year,  because of her lecturer’s preaches, he was a member of this organization. She had a boyfriend, but they obliged her to marry with another man, who was also a representative of this organization. Then they gave them an acre out of the city to elaborate it and  to live there. They shouldn’t sleep together and talk to each other during six months. They can copulate only one time to have a child. The girl  knew also that in the case of her husband’s death she should burn herself. In spite that the girl wants to leave this organization she says that there are a lot of interesting and nice ideas in it.

When we analyze the results of the answers of respondents we see that only 30% of them (15% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 15% “Krishnaides”) participated in presidential, parliamentary and local authority’s elections during last three years. 70% of respondents ( 45.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 23.3% “Krishnaides”, 1.7% “Charizmates”) didn’t participate in elections. It is fact that the great part of religious organizations doesn’t participate to elections and doesn’t accomplish his civil duty. 


75% of respondents gave positive answer to the following question; “Did you do your military service in RA Army and did you accomplish your constitutional responsibility to protect the borders of RA”.

 
25% of the answers were negative. The reasons are given bellow.  

· I can’t do my military service because God doesn’t allow 

to take up arms and to kill.





  2.3%

· Dispensed because of bad health according to law


11.3%

· Give us the opportunity of alternative military service


  2.3%

· It contradicts to the principles of our sect



  4.5%

· I did my military service in the years of SU and 

was commissioned after graduation.




  2.3%

· I would if they call me.






  2.3%

The military service refuse in general only the persons who dissent to “Jehovah’s witnesses” sect. 

It’s interesting that 99% of respondents consider themselves as a  full and free citizens of RA. Only 6.7% of respondents have opposite statements. 3.3% has difficulty to answer. 

According to the  words fo respondent the reasons are following:

· I ignore






3.3%

· They don’t permit us to act freely



1.7%

· They don’t understand us




1.7%

86.7% of respondents said that there was not any kind of conflicts with                      juridical organs. This is an interesting fact. Only 13.3% said that there was a conflict in the following cases:

· To dissent






3.3%

· To propagate in the streets




3.3%

· To refuse military service in RA Army


5.0%

· Have difficulty to answer




1.7%

In general the representatives of “Jehovah’s witnesses” refuse military service in RA Army and had criminal proceeding for it naturally.


Here is a striking case of criminal responsibility. The leader of “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization in Metsamor Marz Lyova Margaryan, who is one of the best lawyers of Armenian Atomic Station were accused according to first part of 244 article of Armenian criminal codex in the organization and leading of such a religious group, where religious preaches and devotions harm citizens’ health, in involving the adults in these activities and refuses of citizens to do their civil duty. By the way, the action against Lyova Margaryan was brought by 12 parents of adults, who were forcedly involved in this sect. Conscript Aram Shahverdyan, who was also under the influence of preaches of this organization refused to do his military service in RA Army and had legal proceedings with it. 

As a result we see that in RA people are judged only for the infringement of law and not for the religion or other way of preach. It’s not by chance that 93.3% of respondents answered that they or the members of their family were never persecuted because of their religion. 

Only 6.7% of respondents said that they were persecuted for their religion. According to questionnaire the reasons are following. 

· They give to his brother two years of imprisonment for the refuse of military service in RA Army.







3.3%-2

· The slaughter organized by V. Sargsyan in 1994-1951.


  7%-1

· Somebody in airport took my books and punch me.


  1.7%

98.3% of  respondents never apply for political asylum in foreign countries. Only one person wanted to leave for Germany to live in freedom and to preach his religion. 

As for the question about the residence and work in foreign country, 76.7% of respondents gave negative answers. 

Only 9 persons form respondents wanted to live and to work in foreign country:

“Krishnaides”





8

“Charizmates”





1

The countries where respondents prefer to live are given below

· USA




3.3%

· Germany




3.3%

· Russia




3.3%

· England




1.7%

· Greece




3.3%

· Have difficulty to answer


1.7%


To the question “Are there any members in your sect who migrated to foreign countries ” 50.0% of respondents gave positive answers (15.0% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 26.7% “Krishnaides”, 8.3% “Kharizmates”).

(34.4% have difficulty to answer ), 16.6% Negative answers.

The general flow of migration was in 1999. 

Years
%
Amount

1988
6.7
2

1989.
3.3
1

1994.
6.7
2

1995.
6.7
2

1997.
3.3
1

1998.
6.7
2

1999.
16.7
5

2001.
6.7
2


16.7% of respondents have difficulty to say the reasons of migration of the members of their sects. 13.3% find that it’s because of hard social-economic conditions. Other 5.0% think that they leave native country to preach their religion. 3.3% to prevent their children from military service. Other variants of the answers are given below:

· Because of religious prescriptions:


8.3%

“I will feel more free there”


· By the invitation of relatives from foreign country
1.7%

· Other






1.7%

In general they leave for Russia (32.5%), USA (25.0%), France (5.0%), Greece (5.0%). Also for Holland, Spain, Germany and Denmark. 22.5% have difficulty to answer. 

25.0% of respondents participate easily to the devotions of the same organization in the  other country. 10% (6 persons) of this 25% gave two variants of  answers, and 15% (9 person) gave one variant of answer. Here are they:

of answers:

Country
Amount

Russia
4

Georgia
3

Ukraine
1

Germany
1


Persons who gave two variants of answers:

Country
Amount

Russia, Georgia
3

Georgia, Poland
1

Russia, Ukraine
2


Russian occupies first place as a place of meetings of religious organizations. 


In second place is Georgia and the third one occupies Ukraine.


The answers are presented according the amount of people:


Georgia
Ukraine
Poland
Germany
Russia

“Jehovah’s witnesses”
5 
2
1
0
5

“Krishnaides”
2 
1
0
0
4

“Charizamtes”
0
0
0
1
0

It’s interesting that in general literature, brochures and newspapers 35.0% of respondents receive from foreign representations. The other parts get it from:

· Relatives, friends




8.3%

· Other representative offices



8.3%

· This organization (leader of organization)

28.3%

· We make them by ourselves



31.6%

· It’s not your  business




6.6%

· I bay it by myself




5.0%

· Nowhere





1.7%

· Have difficulty to answer



13.3%

The answers to the question “How treat your relative, friends and society to you dessent ” are following:

Anwers
Relatives
Friends 
Society

1 Positive
37
61.6%
33
51.7%
18
26.6%

2.Negative
12
20.0%
6
10.0%
9
15.0%

3. Indifferent
6
10.0%
19
35.0%
26
45.0%

4. Inimical
1
1.7%
0
0.0%
1
1.7%

5. Uneasy
1
1.7%
2
3.3%
0
0.0%

6.I don’t’ care about their point of view
0
0.0%
0
0.0%
1
1.7%

7.ÜáñÙ³É
0
0.0%
0
0.0%
1
1.7%

8. Don’t disturb me 
1
1.7%
0
0.0%
0
0.0%

9 Have a difficulty to answer
2
3.3%
0
0.0%
4
6.7%

33.3% of respondents had contradictions in their families because of the following reasons:

· They didn’t like it

25.0%

· They are the decedents of Armenian Apostolic Church

3.3%

· Divorces








5.0%


The great part of respondents (80%) gave negative answers to the question: “Have your organization any representatives in   executive, legislative and juridical authorities”


To the question “Have your organization any sponsor” 93.4% of respondents answered “No”, 3.3% have difficulty to answer. 

80.0% of respondents propagate in population to involve new members in organization. Only 20.0% don’t do it. 

The answers to the question “where do you propagate?” are following:

In the apartments





35.9%

In the street   






32.0%

In the rest place





26.2%

In my home






  1.9%

In halls 






  3.9%

It’s interesting that 63.2% of respondents find that all age levels of the population have susceptibility of preaches. The other variants of answers are given above:

· Under 18 years old





  2.1%

· From 18-25






  8.3%

· From 25-40






22.9%

· 40 and more 






10.4%

26.7% of respondents have relations with foreign religious organizations. 73.3% doesn’t do it. Telephone is the general way of their communication (16.7%). 10% refuse to answer to this question. The frequencies of their relations are following:

· One or more in one year



  6.7%

· Every two-three months



  6.7%

· I refuse, I have difficulty to answer


13.3%

58.3% of respondents are married, 30% are single, 5% widow, 6.7% are divorced.

High education have





40%

Incomplete high education




6.7%


Middle professional education



30%

Middle education





20%

Incomplete middle education




  3.3%

36.6% of respondents are unemployed, 23.3% are state employees, 15% are workers of privet  enterprises, 6.7% are intelligent, 5% are workers and 5% are pensioners, 3.3% are students, 1.7%  are the unemployed, 1.7% are housewives and 1.7% are preachers.

The amount of unemployed people among the members of “Jehovah’s witnesses” is 44.4%, smong “Krishnaides”34.6% and among  “Charizmates”14.3%.

The middle amount of income of respondents is 5000Drams, 20.0% among  “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 31.6% among “Krishnaides”.

33.3% of respondents have from 5-1500 Drams of income (16.7% “Jehovah’s witnesses”, 8.3% “Krishnaides”, 8.3% “Kharizmates”).

15.000-30.000








6.7%

30.00-50.0 1.7%

have difficulty to answer






6.7% 

PART THREE

EXPERT SURVEY
Five experts were interviewed for expressing their opinions about the research, and these opinions are presented below.


The vice-dean of Theology faculty of Yerevan State University, the head of History Department Mr. Kalashyan is aware of all religious organizations. He especially emphasized “Jehovah’s witness” organization. Mr. Kalashyan thinks, that those organizations using religious approaches, in fact have political purposes. “Jehovah’s witnesses” appear to be a Christian organization, but it is not so, as their policy is anti-Christian, even the fact, that they refuse to accept Jesus Christ as God, proves it. They are dangerous for the country in all spheres. It is not accidental, that their activity was prohibited in France in 2000. 


Mr. Kalashyan says, that registrations of several religious organizations is irritating, for example, “Baharist”, “Krishnaid” and “Scientolog” directions, which form a new psychological figure, inner world. What refers to the problems of military service, not serving in the army is harmful of the protection of the country by all means. The activities of those organizations do not correspond to our traditions. “Jehovah’s witness” is the most dangerous among them, which makes pressure on human psychology and in the result of that, it formulates a new kind of person, who has nothing in common with moral values of the nation. 


The representative of RA Office of Military Prosecutor A. Harutyunyan is aware of registered and unregistered religious organizations of Armenia, especially “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization. He evaluates negatively the activity of this religious organization, as their activity in Armenia is realized and sponsored abroad.  

Mr. A. Harutyunyan thinks, that such a penetration of religious organizations in Armenia is conditioned with its geographical shape, its role in Caucasus, which concerns problems of state security. “The State cannot make pressure on any organization, as the law of freedom of speech is operates. But the direct obligation of the state is to provide state security, to prevent the penetration of new religious organizations, to improve the social-economic conditions of population. 


Perhaps, sometimes there were pressures on a member of an organization, but it happens not so frequently. I have learnt about several cases.  


As for the pressure of Armenian Apostolic Church and Government, then I should mention that such a phenomenon doesn’t exist.


NGOs operate within youth, in order to prevent them from the influence of some religious organizations. This action is not against religious organizations. The society has negative attitude towards sects, because they are foreign to their customs and traditions. In contrast to Armenian Apostolic Church, religious organizations function secretly.  This troubles me greatly, as we don’t know actually what they deal with. We are in a war situation, and the activity of religious organizations bothers us, society, especially the government.  


One of military servants has avoided military service. When he was caught, he identified himself as Jehovah’s witness. He was sentenced for three years. Then he confessed that he is not Jehovah’s witness.


As for alternative military service, A. Harutyunyan thinks that it can be accepted offering a set of conditions. Our church should be powerful. In many villages there are no churches, which eases the penetration of other religious organizations in villages. The war, lack of electricity and social hard conditions has contributed to it. 

   
An officer of Migration department expressed his opinion about “Jehovah’s witnesses” and other organizations. He knows that “Jehovah’s witnesses” do not serve in army, which contradicts to the interests of the country. In his opinion Armenian Apostolic Church prevails in the country, here people got used to one-religion. He is sure, that members of those religious organizations are not persecuted. Nobody was imprisoned gravely and was not seriously punished for being a member of one or the other religious organization. Their problem with registration is another case. 


Their activity should correspond to the Constitution of the country. If the Constitution declares that there is a freedom of consciousness, there should freedom of religion respectively. If it is stated in the Constitution that each citizen should pass military service, it means that should be so. Civil codex functions in the country, which should be followed, in contrast to those countries where religious laws operate. 

About seeking a shelter in other countries, he says that Armenian nation is not so religious. Those people, who become members of one or the other religious organization, do that for other purposes – financial or avoiding military service. He doesn’t think that among people, who are persecuted in religious respect, it appears to be a large-scale event.  


The attitude of Armenian Apostolic church towards religious organizations is perceivable, approved, as he considers them to be dangerous for changing the religion. He has heard that the attitude towards Krishnaids is negative not only of the society, but also government and church. 


He is against forced military service, but there is such a law in Armenia and people should follow it. Alternative service is not a compulsory that is why a professional army should be formed. By means of establishing a professional army, a lot of problems would be solved. Human is free to chose a religion. Freedom is on one hand, and on the other each religious organization wishes to enlarge and include more members. Here the struggle begins. Two factors can play roles in Armenia. First, religious organizations offer assistance to people and attract them in this way. The second factor is that in the result of social hard conditions people are more involved in one or the other religious organization.


The head of the Department of RA State council of Religion Vardan Ghandilyan is aware of all religious organizations operating in Armenia. He says, that registered religious organizations function within the framework of the law. “When we receive complaints from population, we make several steps in order to solve those problems. During recent ten years some changes were made in religious sphere. Religious organizations penetrated into Armenia especially in the period of independence, which is conditioned with the penetration of foreign preachers into Armenia. “Jehovah’s witnesses” organization is not registered, as their legislation doesn’t correspond to RA law. The activity of this organization troubles the society. They contradict to our mentality and I would evaluate the activity of that organization very negatively”. 

As for the experience of other countries, V. Ghandilyan thinks that laws on freedom of consciousness are much more democratic in Armenia. “For example, if a religious organization doesn’t 15 year experience it can’t be registered in Russia. There is an age restriction here. We are aware of several cases, when representatives of religious organizations seek shelters in other country. It turned out that these data are identical with reality, as there haven’t been members of the given religious organization. When we presented these facts to religious organizations, they got angry, because those people were not members of their organization and nobody made pressure on them”. 


He considers that there is a pressure by religious organizations on the society and its members. There are a great deal of complaints from “Charizmats” and “Trends of fifty daysal”. They and a lot of other organizations realize aggressive preaches. The fact, that religious organizations have penetrated into schools greatly, bothers us. 


Spiritual pastor of St. John Church of Ararat Daisies Shahe Hayrapetyan expresses his opinion. He thinks that there are a lot of registered religious organizations in Armenia. He says that those organizations do not appear in their genuine shape. “They appear in a false manner for leading certain policy. As for “Krishnaids” nowadays they are not so active. They were more active during 1993-1994, when a great deal of literature has been brought into the country, they intended to destroy it. 


The members of religious organizations know well how to empty Armenia. It is rather favorable to leave abroad because of religious persecution. Most people just fill the blanks, where some points are included concerning that fact whether Armenian Apostolic Church has ever persecuted somebody, or not. Armenian Apostolic Church has never persecuted anybody. That is an absurd, as all people are our children.
Nowadays, priests are not ready to answer a set of questions, because of reasons well-known since Soviet times. On one hand representatives of religious organizations walk in the streets without any obstacles, and passing from one house to another preach in a free way. Mormons deposit huge financial means for this kind of activity. For instance, Israel promotes sects. If somebody tries to preach another religion in Israel, he would be imprisoned for 5 years. The person, who would follow the given sect, would be imprisoned 3 years. This is done in favor of the country. Moreover, sects establish their political platforms, become members of Parliament, etc. This is an well-elaborated program. 

Members of “Jehovah’s witnesses” and “Trends of fifty days” organizations do not use weapons. That is the perished dream of our enemies. This, of course, appears to be well-elaborated course. 

Church has negative attitude towards the activity of those sects, as it weakens the country and results in conflicts within Armenian people”.   

CONCLUSION


Taking into account the results of sociological research, we come to conclusion that both registered and unregistered religious organizations live and operate freely o the territory of RA. 


Following the results of research we see that there was no pressure by the Government, Armenian Apostolic Church and society, just on the contrary members of that organization forming religious minority, they make pressure on the Government and society themselves. 



Religious organizations, which function within the framework of law, are not dangerous for our society and country. There are some difficulties with a set of religious organizations, such as the organization “Jehovah’s witnesses”, which do not function in the framework of the law. The problem is that the members of that organization refuse to serve in RA army. 


The negative attitude of the society towards unregistered and researched sects is understandable, as the activity of those sects is opposite to Armenian customs and traditions. That can not be observed as a legal violation. In result of the research it turned out that the main reasons of sectarians’ migration are their social and living conditions, which should be improved. There are separate cases, when their members migrate in order to preach their belief. 


We should take into consideration the fact, that schoolchildren are involved in religious organizations, which has negative influence on their education and restricts their worldview. All this has dangerous influence on the breeding of our future generation. It seems to us, that RA Ministry of Science and Education should pay appropriate attention to that and do certain steps for solving those problems in a right way. 
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INTRODUCTION

In each society there are different minority groups and Armenia is not an exception. Via this case study we are going to illustrate the real picture of religious, sexual and national minorities’ lifestyle in Contemporary Armenia. Statistical information on frequency of “selected” minority groups’ rights violation will be provided. Detailed analysis of Armenian legal environment (Constitution, Legislation, etc.), concerning the topic of study will be reported as well.And finally, it will be summarized public opinion, attitudes, prejudices toward these minorities in Contemporary Armenia by means of in-depth interviews with 5 experts, who will represent Armenian society. There are many national minorities in Contemporary Armenia. In the result of  Karabakh Conflict, in 1988-1989 representatives of Azerbaijan minority almost entirely left Armenian territory, (because of Karabakh conflict).  Of course, some of them are still living here but they are assimilated with Armenians.  Some of the representatives of these mixed marriages migrate to European Countries as they claim that they were exposed to different kinds of persecutions, their rights were violated on the basis of their national identity, the others, so called “Azeris” just use this phenomenon to get official status of emigrant abroad. To find out assimilated Azeris in Armenia, to describe their living conditions and the reasons they are now migrating to European Countries.

To provide “Situation Analysis” by assimilated Azeris.

To find out the violation forms toward assimilated Azeris in Armenia. 

To describe main problems assimilated Azeris face in their everyday life. 

If possible to find out national “self-identity” of assimilated Azeris.

To find out the way these minority groups are discriminated from the majority population.

To clarify the Armenians’ attitudes toward assimilated Azeris today.

To find out the reasons they are now migrating to European Countries and not to Azerbaijan. 
 

The Sampling Frame is the list of all sects, sexual and national minority groups. The Analysis Units- the elements of the Formed Sampled Population- are the representatives of religious, sexual and national minority groups. These people are the sources of primary information. Within each stratum the selection of respondents will be based on the Snowball method.In this case study it is comfortable to use Interview Survey Method. Face- to- face individual interview technique will be used in the survey.All strata will be structured interviewed. Snowball method will be used for respondent selection in the survey.  According to this method the first respondent is asked to nominate other respondents, possessing the necessary characteristics. This method is unique in forming vulnerable group lists, which are impossible to “catch” while interviewing successive representatives of population.In order to provide true and sincere answers to questions the place and circumstances of interview must be comfortable for respondents, so they will appoint the meetings at any time and place they desire. 
PART ONE

LEGAL ENVIRONMENT 

In the CIS countries’ agreement on the protection of rights of national minorities (1994, 21st of October) was given the first official definition of national minorities. According to the first article of this agreement the person from the national minority is the person who has another ethnic origin, language, culture and religion then the people of the country where he has permanent residence and citizenship.   


Still in the Middle Ages were done the international juridical attempts for the protection of national minorities’ rights. The Olivian treaty on the protection of religious liberty of the people who lived in the territories of Pamerania and Livonia yielded to Sweden by Poland we can consider as a first act of international right. According to this agreement Sweden undertakes to protect the religious freedoms (liberties) of the people who lived in Pamerania and Livonia. Later, in Constantinople were signed the treaties on frontiers of Austere-Hungary and Turkey (1879) and Greece- Turkey (1881). Mentioned international juridical acts were not orientated on   the definition and protection of the rights and freedoms of national minorities but  on the prevention of the discrimination of  separate groups, especially of religious minorities and on the promotion of tolerance. In 1919 the League of Nations proceeded the adoption of agreements concerning the protection of rights of national minorities, but didn’t arrive to define a common level of the attitude for these countries. From 1948 UNO adopted some important juridical acts on the protection of human and national minorities rights. In the structure of UN commission of Human rights was created the subcommission for the prevention of discrimination and protection of the rights of national minorities. In the result of this long activity, by UN’s formula N 47/135, was adopted the declaration on “National or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities’ rights”. The international regional organizations OBSCE, EP, EC make a lot of activities oriented on this problem.

The Government of RA approved 

1. In 1993, 9th of June CIS Agreement on rehabilitation of the rights of refugees, national minorities and peoples adopted in 1992 9th of October.  

2. In 1994, 21st of October the Convention on the protection of rights of national minorities adopted in 1994, 21st of October.

3. In 1998, 17th of February the Convention on the protection of national minorities, adopted in 1995, February (Strasbourg).

There are also following convention for the national minorities.

1. UNESCO’s Convention on the Fight against the Discrimination in the area of Education (14th of December 1960) came into force in 1962, 22nd of May, and was approved by the Government of Armenia in 1993, 22nd of June. According to the 5th article of this convention participant countries are agree that it’s necessary to admit the right of the persons from the national minorities to have private educational enterprises including school keeping according to the educational policy of each country and to use or to teach on native language on conditions that 

· The implementation of this right doesn’t prevent to the persons from the national minorities to understand the culture and the language of all community and to participate to his acts, and it doesn’t threaten to the local government.

· The educational standard can’t be lower then the standards adopted by the authorized persons.

· The visits to such a kind of schools are optional.


The participant countries of this convention undertake all the necessary facilities to preserve the implementation of the principles stated above.

2. The protocol of the agreement on civil or political rights (1966, 16th of December) came into force in 1976, 23td of March and approved by the Government of Armenia in 1991, 1st of April. According to the 27th article of this protocol, one cannot forbid to the persons from the national, religious or language minorities to enjoy their own culture, to have their own religion, to make devotions and to speak their native language.

3. The international convention against all the forms of the race discrimination (1965 21st of December) came into force in 1969, 4th of January and approved by the Government of Armenia in 1993, 29 of March. According to the 5tharticle of this convention participant countries undertakes to forbid and exterminate all the forms of  the race discrimination and to protect the individual’s rights equality in front of the law irrespective of  the race, skin, national or ethnic origin, especially during the execution of following rights

a) Equality in front of the justice

b)To ask for the public protection in the case of violence and bodily injury from the way of State or personal securities employees, some individuals, groups or institutions. 

c)To take part in the elections, to vote, and to nominate somebody for election, to be in public service in equal conditions, according to the political rights, especially to the common equal electoral right.

d) Other political rights, especially

· Freedom of movement and residence permit, right to live in the State.

· Right to leave and to return in any country including the native one.

· Right to be a citizen

· Right to marry and to choose a husband/wife

· Right to have privet property or joint ownership.

· Right to inherit.

· Freedom of religion, liberty of conscience and thoughts.

· The right to show convictions and liberty of their expression.

· The right to peaceful meetings and unions.
e) The rights in the social economic and cultural areas, especially the rights

· to employment, free choice of employment, to equal and favorable working conditions, to be protected from the unemployment, to wages that are fair and  equal to the done work
· to establish trade unions or to become their member.
· to have an apartment
· to receive medical and social services.
· to get education and specialization
· of equal participation to the cultural life
f) The right to receive any public services (transport, hotels, restaurants, cafes, theaters and gardens).

The participant countries of 7th article of this convention also undertake to take immediate and effective arrangements for the fight against the superstitions forming discriminations especially in educational and informational areas, to promote understanding between the nations and ethnic groups.

4. International agreement on the economic, social and cultural rights adopted by the General Assembly of UN in 1996, 16 of December, came into force in 1976, 3rd of January, and was approved by the Government of Armenia in 1993, 9th of June. According to the 13th Article of this Agreement, participant countries recognize the right for the education of each person. They approve that the education should be oriented on the full development of individual and his dignity, and to strengthen the respect of human rights and primary freedoms. They approve also that the education should give the opportunity to all the persons to take part in the free society, to promote the mutual understanding, mono (democracy) and friendship between all the nations, race, ethnic or religious groups. It should also promote to the activity of UNO oriented on the defense of the peace.

RA Legislation

RA has not yet law on national minorities, the last one is consolidated by the fundamental law, Constitution, by RA laws on language, conscience liberty and religious organizations and other juridical acts.

According to the 37th article of RA Constitution citizens belonging to national minorities are entitled to the preservation of their traditions and the development of their language and culture. 
It’s mean that is the article is aimed to super induce guarantees for the protection of traditions and language or culture development of the citizens from the national minorities. 

There is no law that restrict or discriminate the rights of the citizens who belong to national minorities and they all have equal rights and freedoms. 

According to the 2nd chapter of RA Constitution the national minorities as each individual have

The right to life. The right to live is a natural and irremovable human right. It’s mean that the State and the individual citizens can’t take the human life arbitrarily. The law consolidates this right. Nobody can take the human life at will. According to the 17th article of RA Legislation  national minorities have  right to life as each individual. Until such time as it is abolished, the death penalty may be prescribed by law for particular capital crimes, as an exceptional punishment. 
 
The right for freedom of movement and free choice of residence. Because of modern life conditions individual should always move from the place to place to develop his economic, social and cultural relations. He needs not only to move inside of the borders of his native country but also abroad. According to the RA Legislation national minorities as every citizen are entitled to freedom of movement and residence within the territory of the Republic. Everyone has the right to leave the Republic. Every citizen is entitled to return to the Republic.  

The right to have housing. Under this right the individual who legally disposes an apartment can freely use his floor space. Mean that national minority as every citizen are entitled to an adequate standard of living for himself or herself and his or her family, to adequate housing, as well as to the improvement of living conditions. Nobody have right to  take  this apartment. The Legislation of RA /1995/, Flat Codex of  RA /1982/ and the Civil Codex of RA consolidate this legislative right and  exclude the discrimination of citizens and national minorities. 

The right to have privet property . National minorities as everyone are entitled to private property and inheritance. Foreign citizens and persons without citizenship shall not have the right to own land, except in cases prescribed by law. The owner may be deprived of private property only by a court in cases prescribed by law. Private property may be alienated for the needs of society and the state only under exceptional circumstances, with due process of law, and with prior equivalent compensation. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/, RA civil codex /1982/,  

The right of free choice of employment. National minorities as every citizen are entitled to freedom of choice in employment. Everyone is entitled to wages that are fair and that are no lower than the minimum established by the state, and to working conditions, which meet sanitary, and safety requirements. Citizens are entitled to strike in the defense of their economic, social and work interests. The procedures and restrictions applicable to the exercise of this right shall be prescribed by law. RA Constitution /1995/, RA law on the employment of the population /1996/ and RA labour codex /1972/ regulate this norm and exclude any discrimination of the national minorities. 

The right for the social security. Social relations representing all social system of the society become very important for the civil society. Every social individual not only plays a definite role in the society but also find the expression of his in definite social sphere but also need some social guarantees to express his rights and freedoms. 

National minorities as every everyone is entitled to social security during old age, disability, sickness, loss of an income earner, unemployment and in other cases prescribed by law. RA Constitution /1995/, RA law on the pension security of citizens/1995/

The right  to preservation of health and medical assistance. National minorities as everyone are entitled to the preservation of health. The provision of medical care and services shall be prescribed by law. The state shall put into effect health care protection programs for the population and promote the development of sports and physical education. This norm is provided under  RA Constitution /1995/, RA criminal codex /1961/, 

The right to freedom of creation and culture. National minorities as everyone are entitled to freedom of literary, artistic, scientific and technical creation, to benefit from the achievements of scientific progress and to participate in the cultural life of society. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/,  

The right to free elections. Citizens of the Republic of Armenia who have attained the age of eighteen years are entitled to participate in the government of the state directly or through their freely elected representatives. Citizens found to be incompetent by a court ruling, or duly convicted of a crime and serving a sentence may not vote or be elected. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/
The right to marriage. National minorities as everyone enjoy equal rights during marriage. Any direct or indirect superstition of rights because of  origin, sex, religion, social or property status,  is forbidden in marital relations. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/   

The right to peaceful meetings and unions. Citizens are entitled to hold peaceful and unarmed meetings, rallies, demonstrations and processions. This norm is provided under the 26 article of RA Constitution.

The right to participation in defense. According to the Article N 47 of RA Constitution national minorities as every citizen shall participate in the defense of the Republic of Armenia in a manner prescribed by law. It the RA legislation there are some restrictions for the foreign citizens and the persons who do not have citizenship, they are not obliged to participate in the defense of the Republic of Armenia. According to the RA law on refugees, they have right to do military service in RA army by the order prescribed by the law. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/
The right to juridical protection. National minorities as everyone are entitled to defend their rights and freedoms by all means not otherwise prescribed by law. Everyone is entitled to defend in court the rights and freedoms engraved in the Constitution and the laws.

Everyone is entitled to receive legal assistance. Legal assistance may be provided free of charge in cases prescribed for by law. every convicted person is entitled to have his or her advocate. The legal proceeding must be on Armenian. The participants who don’t know Armenian are provided by the translator, to become aware of materials, to participate in legal acts and have right to speak in their own language. The judge  can demand the Armenian translations of written evidences prescribed by the law. This norm is provided under RA Constitution/1995/, 
 
The right t o freedom of conscience and religion. The RA provide for the national minorities the right to preach their religion and make devotions, have religious places, to get property, to use all that is necessary for their devotions, and to preach on their native language. This right is provided under the RA Constitution and current legislation. According to the article N 23 everyone is entitled to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion. RA law on the liberty of conscience and religious organization /1991/ provides the order to create religious organizations, restriction of the citizens’ rights to preach, persecutions, and other. It provides also a punishment for the religious aggressions.

The right to education. National minorities as every citizen is entitled to education. Education shall be free of charge in state secondary educational institutions. National minorities as every citizen are entitled to receive higher and other specialized education free of charge and on a competitive basis, in state educational institutions. The establishment and operation of private educational institutions shall be prescribed by law. The RA provides the right to education for everyone regardless  of national origin, race, sex, language, creed, political or other persuasion, social origin, wealth or other status. The restriction of special education is prescribed by the law. The state provide the right to education by the establishment of social economic conditions and natural activity of educational system. This norm is provided under RA Constitution /1995/ 
 
The right to unions. According to the article N 25 of RA Constitution everyone has the right to form associations with other persons, including the right to form or join trade unions. Every citizen is entitled to form political parties with other citizens and join such parties. All the national minorities living on the territory of the RA completely use this right. They create national NGOs and the great part of them becomes later “National unions”, in the structure of state organization. There are also some organizations, that include some different  national minorities. One of them is the association “Friendship with Armenia ” created in Yerevan, which involves 4010 members (60% Russians, Byelorussians, 40% Armenians who speak in Russian, and other  refugees with different origins). The branches of this organization are in Abovyan, Hrazdan and Charencavan cities. This norm is approved under RA Constitution /1995/,   

The State language. The state language of the Republic of Armenia is the Armenian. But it doesn’t except the usage of other languages in privet life, or in separate territorial units for national minorities, living on the territory of RA. The Republic of Armenia guarantees the free usage and development of other languages for national minorities. The 2 article of RA law on language

But the great part of national minorities prefers to visit Russian schools, considering this language as their native one.

RA Criminal codex /1961/. The citizens of national minorities as every citizen  have criminal responsibility, before RA criminal codex.   

PART TWO

CASE STUDY 

The scope of the problem: There are many national minorities in Contemporary Armenia. In the result of Karabakh conflict, in 1988-1990 the160 000 representatives of Azerbaijan minority left Armenian territory. Of course, part of them is still living here. Some of them are indigenous Azeris, the others are descendants of mixed marriages. Some of these Azeris migrate to European Countries as they claim, that they were exposed to different kinds of persecutions, their rights were violated on the basis of their national identity, the others, so called “Azeris” just use this phenomenon to get official status of emigrant abroad.

The Aim of Case Study: To find out Azeris in Armenia, to describe their living conditions and the reasons they are now migrating to European Countries.

Methodology and Approaches: As case study is an idiographic examination of a single individual, group or society its chief purpose is description, although attempts at explanation are also acceptable.  Azerbaijan national minority was selected in this case study as a vulnerable national minority group. This is because of still existing conflict between Armenians and Azerbaijanis over Nagorno-Karabakh issue. 

Fifteen representatives of Azerbaijan national minority were interviewed, though just 2 of them were pure (indigenous) Azeris and the others were the descendants of mixed marriages. The sampling frame, which was supposed to be used as mentioned in project proposal, could not be maintained for them. Firstly, this is because almost all interviewed Azeris have changed their passports accepting Armenian or other surnames and secondly, Azerbaijan national minority does not established any NGO in Armenia, which caused much difficulties to the researchers. 

A lot of difficulties were faced for finding representatives of Azerbaijan national minority. A lot of time was wasted for gathering information on their location. The approximate location of Azerbaijanis was found out thanks to the recent research conducted by Institute of Ethnography and Archeology of Armenian National Academy of Sciences, which called “National minorities of RA in the current conditions of civil society formation ”.  The research was conducted in Yerevan, Meghri, Sotq and Avazan. Sotq and Avazan were almost entirely settled by Azeris during Soviet Union. These two villages are about 10 km far from Vardenis close to the borderline with Azerbaijan. It lasts about 2 hours by car to get there from Vardenis. The researcher was accompanied by the local government representatives or local authorities, who knew the exact places where those Azeris were living. The neighbors of the villages also helped very much in finding them. As soon as their houses were found the accompanying persons were leaving the researcher alone. This was the main technique used for finding 7 Azeris in those two villages. A lot of time was required to find them. The other 7 Azeris were interviewed in Yerevan. The contacts were established with the help of a refugee from Baku, who new their locations in Yerevan and could easily convince them to be interviewed. This was due to similar problems they faced in Baku and Yerevan in 1988-1990. This refugee also provided an interview with an Azeri in Meghri.           

  
 It was supposed that first respondent would nominate the others possessing the necessary characteristics but the respondents nominated only those who were their close relatives as an example sister; they insisted that they were unaware of the other Azeris. 


Face-to-face individual interview was conducted with 15 Azeris in three weeks. They all were semi-structured interviewed, which means that all the questions in the questionnaire
 were asked plus some questions which were necessary for having the whole picture of the situation.   

The most interesting thing is that at first it was quite difficult to inspire confidence in them but after ten minutes of interview they began talking continuously even did not letting interviewer to ask next questions.  As the study was quite delicate and sensitive one, the interviewer had to listen all details which may have no relation to the topic and that is why the average interview with an Azeri lasted for an hour. It was very difficult to track the interview all the time because of high emotional flow coming from the memories that they have outlived much and would outlive a great deal more. It was quite uncomfortable to hear all these stories and realize that nothing can be done about it. 

And one more interesting thing: though it was told that this interview is anonymous and very confidential, some of the respondents residing in villages repeated their names for several times.  The only reason they could do this was the fact that they were seeking relief. This also means that they were not afraid of being recognized as Azeris. 


As it was mentioned in the proposal the interviews were conducted at the places where the respondents could feel free. All respondents were interviewed at their homes. All respondents were quite hospitable; some of them were suggesting some coffee and tea from time to time.

            As an observer the interviewer provided very valuable information as well. The living conditions of those residing in villages were very low. There was no heating body in homes, any TV and radio, etc. The sense of lives seemed to be survival. They all were unemployed - the only income was either pension or relief. The same picture was about the whole village.    

 
The 5 males and 10 females were interviewed; the youngest was 18 years old and the oldest 81 years old. The fathers of 8 and the mothers of 5 descendants of mixed marriages were Azeris.  

And finally 5 expert interviews were conducted. The experts in this field were chosen according to their familiarity level to the problem. This was an attempt to interview experts operating in quite different spheres in order to provide complete information and different points of views and approaches concerning the problem.  

Deep (unstructured) interview was conducted with them. In unstructured interview researcher puts more general questions to the respondents, allows them to answer freely, and follows up on their comments. This approach allows the researcher to get insights. The interviews were recorded on tapes for further deep analysis. Here is the list of experts:

 Suren Hobosyan represents Institute of Ethnography and Archeology of Armenian National Academy of Sciences. Just now he is working on that part of the book, which is dedicated to Azerbaijan national minorities’ living conditions in Armenia. 

Vladimir Chatoev is the president of Union of Nations of RA. This Union includes about twelve national minorities of Armenia. He is also the adviser to the Foreign Minister of RA on national minorities. 

  Nikolay Babajanyan represents “Our home is Armenia” NGO, which is one of the organizations of refugees that is now operating in RA.

Petros Aghababyan is the head of Juridical Section of Department for Migration and Refuges by the Government of RA.

Marietta Vardanyan is now working at the State Radio, department of Azerbaijanian programs.  She knows well Azerbaijan language. As an interpreter Marietta Vardanyan has participated in many meetings of Armenians and Azeris.  

PART THREE

EXPERT SURVEY

The analysis of this Case study consists of two parts. The first part is dedicated to the analysis of the interviews with Azeri-respondents, who are the main objects of the project. The second part is dedicated to the deep analysis of expert-interviews who are enough familiar with the problem and able to present public opinion, attitudes and prejudices of Armenian society toward national minorities. The information they provided is rather based on facts than opinions.  The resumption of gathered data in the light of current processes of newly democratizing Armenia will be provided as well. 

1. Analysis of the survey with Azeris

As it was already mentioned above, thirteen Azeri-respondents were the descendants of mixed marriages and two of them were indigenous.  Here is their age distribution 

          AGE

SEX
18 – 25
26 – 34
35 – 44
45 – 54
55 – 64
65 and more
Total

Male
2
3




5

Female
1
1
1 
3
2
2
10

Overall
3
4
1
3
2
2
15

The answers to the question on how long the place of interview (concrete city or village) was respondents’ place of residence were distributed as follow

Born and grown
More than

 20 years
From

 10 –20 years
From

5-10 years
From

1-5 years
Total

2
2
6
2
3
15

The number of respondents who had problems in the past and still have is as follow

The reason of the problem
In the past they had problems with
Now they have problems with 

Religion belonging 
0
1

Political views/orientations 
1
0

National belonging
4
5

Economic situation
0
12

Sexual orientation
0
0

Cultural specificity
0
1

Specificity of own character 
0
2

It was very difficult to explain those living in villages what means sexual orientation and cultural specificity. It was senseless to speak about cultural specificity with them as strong communal relations were dominating in the villages, where everyone has the same lifestyles, idols and visions independent of nationality. The respondents, in general, were politically inactive persons. Almost all respondents were telling the details of economic problems they face now, which they did not have in the past. As the results have shown thirteen respondents consider them as not being inclined to interpersonal conflicts. This is very important factor. One third of respondents have national problems today.

Among the life stories, about the most unpleasant and painful incidents that had happened to respondents on the ground of their national belonging in Armenia, one was enough touching to be citied.  

“I will never forget what had happened to me and my family
. Azeris slaughtered my sister and mother in Azerbaijan. Armenians in their turn steal our cows, sheep and hens. They are now breaking our windows. We are always locking our doors. I live with my son and I cannot leave the house for more that 15 minutes otherwise it will be robbed. I always fear of what can happen tomorrow. Drivers call my son “Turkish offspring”. He learns in school only with excellent grades but he is not given “laudable document” because of the Azeri blood. There were times when we were living as kings among the Azeris. My father was the school director and Azeris respected us. We were the wealthiest family in the village. As soon as my father died everything went wrong. The awful events of 1988 are unforgettable for me. I have lost my sister and mother. Today we have no one in the world. The only reason I am afraid to die is not letting my son to be derelict child. The only dream I have today is to provide my son’s nice future and help him to gain his goals. My son is physically disabled. The only income I have is the relief of “Paros”. I fear very much and this feeling is killing my son and me. Before going to bed we are looking if there is anyone under the bed. I am often deceived in everyone. I have nothing - any property or money but anyway I will never leave my father’s hearth. I will die in my village. I have no place to go in this world. I have no money for leaving my village. Believe me I have fought for my rights protection during Gorbachev ruling and nothing was done. Today I do believe in nothing.

Armenians do treat us better than Azeris did. For sure it is better to live in Armenia than in Azerbaijan. I do not believe that one day Armenians and Azeris will become brothers. Let me tell you one tale. Once an old man is walking in the forest with his grandson and suddenly a snake is biting his grandson. After 15 minutes grandson dies. Grandfather cuts snake’s tail in anger. Years are passing and man again is coming to walk in the forest. The snake again meets the man and suggests him to become friends. The old man answers that their friendship is impossible because he will never forget his grandson and snake will not forget his cut tail. So, Armenians and Azeris will never forget the things they have done each other.”


Thus, it is clear that this respondent was a victim of the conflict. She was living very poorly. All the time she was scolding Armenians for the high rate of unemployment and Azeris for the willful actions against her family. She showed the bloody coat of her mother, which was sent back to her with the dead bodies of her mother and sister. She said she could never forgive Azeris for mocking at her by sending back the maimed dead bodies of her mother and sister. She could not forgive Armenians as well for such kind of careless treatment of her disabled son and her. Summarizing the interview it became clear that the problems on national ground were left in far past though the pains and wounds of the past had left deep mark on her perception of the life. At present she is much more worried about hard socio-economic conditions than anything else in the world.    

The answers of the others on unpleasant incidents on national ground can be divided into two groups: in the first group main statement was about various manifestations of 1988-1993 conflict on national ground (7 respondents), especially robbery, flaming stuff, anonymous letters and in the second group the main factor was people’s negative attitudes toward them as an Azeri of the same years (3 respondents), especially avoidance, difficult adaptation to the new environment and people, loneliness. Despite everything 2 respondents were claiming that the incidents were, anyway, connected with the hard economic situation of their families and not with national issues. One of them was brought to criminal responsibility for aluminium pilferage in 2001 but no national question was raised. And one told that he has no such an incident to remember, everything was O.K on national ground. 


If as an Azeri it would become impossible for them to live in Armenia they would find shelter in Russia (7 respondents), U.S (1 respondent), does not matter where only out of Armenia (3 respondents). Four respondents told they would never find shelter abroad
.   

 They will find shelter in Russia because they have relatives there, know Russian and it is cheaper to get there than to the European Countries and finally you can find work there. There is no national problem in the U.S, it is free country and it is built on resentfuls. Any country that has no national discrimination, where you can live peacefully, so it really does not matter where. This means that they have not planned yet to go abroad. Though Armenia was not included in the list of the answers (this comes from the logic of the question), Armenia was mentioned by those claiming that they were going to die in Armenia because they were born and grown there. It was interesting that no reply to European Country and Azerbaijan was received. The fact that none of them would like to find shelter in Azerbaijan if as an Azeri it would become impossible for him/her to live in Armenia makes us consider that in the unconscious they are not worried about national issues, otherwise, at least one of them would mention this country as his/her homeland. As you will see later the majority of the respondents is financially unable to pay even for travel costs to European Countries. 

When they meet other people they never say them they are Azeris (6 respondent), they conceal that fact as much as possible (6 respondents), they say that only when people are asking them about it (2 respondent), they always say proudly that they are Azeris(1 respondent
). 

They think that in Armenia it is mainly violated the rights of Azeri minorities (5 r.), Russian minorities (1 r.), no minority (3 r.). It was difficult to answer (6 r.). In the list of minorities there were also Kurds, Georgians, Germans but respondents were quite unaware of other minorities.

In their opinion Armenian society, in general treats them kindly (8 r.), neutrally (1 r.), with hostility (3 r.), with an awful hostility (1 r.). It was difficult to answer (2 r.). Many of them explained that all neighbors are in good relations with them, they are very kind, but they cannot say the same for the others.

The 6 Azeris have Azeri relatives and friends that have had problems or conflicts with Armenians the others do not have such relatives or friends.  Other 6 Azeris have Azeri relatives and friends who found shelter in European Countries during the last 5 years (approximately 22 persons), 8 of them do not have such relatives and friends and one does not know if he has such relatives or not. Many of those 22 persons did it because of ethnic conflict – none of them left because of hard economic issues. 8 Azeris have Armenian relatives and friends who found shelter in European Countries during the last 5 years (approximately 38 families). All of them left because of poor social-economic conditions including unemployment plus to this many of them had relatives there. 

The 4 respondents among 8 identified themselves as “Yerevansman”(meaning inhabitant of Yerevan), 4 of them “Bakusman”(meaning inhabitant of Baku). 3 of them identified themselves as Azeris, 3 as Armenians and 2 as metises. 6 of those 8 identified themselves as Christians and 2 of them as atheists. 4 of them identified themselves as Asians and 4 as Europeans. The other 7 respondents said that they were inhabitants of their country, so they were “Armenians” and they refused to answer to the other questions about religion and continent identification considering the answers to be already clear for interviewer. It is interesting that 13 respondents were Christians and 2 of them were atheists. Summarizing you can see that 2 descendants of mixed marriages whose fathers were Azeris consider themselves as Christian Azeris. This means that assimilation process of Azeris in Armenia begins with adopting Christianity. Besides, the descendants of mixed marriages are free to choose between 2 religions and it is fact that Christianity is preferable for them. 

The12 respondents have never applied to the Human Rights Organizations because they do not trust them (6 r.); they avoid publicity (2 r.); they are not aware of them, their activities (2 r.) and they had no such necessity (2 r.).  3 of respondents applied to them and had no result. 

The 6 respondents think that Human Rights Organizations in Armenia are still very far from fulfilling its real functions. 2 of them think that these organizations sometimes have results. And for 7 respondents it was difficult to answer to this question. No one thinks that Human Rights Organizations are always defending the rights of those who apply in person.  The results again tell us that people have very little information about Human Rights Organizations and their activities. Besides, it would be interesting to know which percent of the citizens of RA know what rights they have and how to protect the violated rights. 

The answers to the question on what are the prevailing attitudes of Armenian nation toward different minorities were distributed as follow

Attitudes


National minorities
Sexual minorities
Religious minorities

Violates the rights of minorities
3
1
-

Indifferent to the minorities 
2
2
1

Tolerant toward minorities
7
-
-

Tries to support the minorities
2
-
-

It is difficult to answer
-
12
14

Overall
14
15
15

One of the respondents says that various people of Armenian society have different attitudes toward national minorities, so it is difficult and almost impossible to summarize their attitudes. Again it is noticeable, that respondents are unaware of other minorities’ statuses. 

At present, four respondents are worried about peace in the world, 13 - about their socio-economic conditions (unemployment, severe poverty and etc), 2 - about the deception on paying salaries, 3 – about the disunity of their families. 

If respondents were given a choice where to live 6 of them would like to live in Russia, 5 - in Armenia, 1- in Azerbaijan, 1 - in Europe, 1 - in the U.S and 1 – does not matter where just out of RA. The reasons they would like to live in Russia are the existence of many relatives and friends there, easiness to find job and absence of national discrimination in Russia. The reason they would stay in Armenia is that Armenia is their fatherland and they like it. One respondent could not explain why she would like to live in Azerbaijan. She said it was just longing. Another one also said he had no explanation but Europe was longing him. Here is the citation of one respondent: “ The U.S is the only place in the world where you can really avoid national problems.”     

At present fifteen Azeri respondents have the following dreams and wishes
:

To join with the family,

To become jurist,

To live better,

Welfare and Peace,

Dreams about big sport,
To overcome hard socio-economic situation,

To depart from Armenia,

To become champion in the “Taykwon Do”,

Wishes prosperity to Armenia and its children,

To find a job and to marry,
To work and help my disabled child,

No dreams today they left in past,

Wishes Peace,

To marry with the beloved,

To be able to make everyday bread. 

The marital statuses and education backgrounds of the respondents are as follow

      Education 

Marital

 Status
Incomplete

Secondary
Secondary


Special-Secondary
Incomplete

Higher
Higher


Total

Married
1
2
1
-
-
4

Single
1
3
-
1
1
6

Widow/widower
2
-
2
-
-
4

Divorced
-
-
1
-
-
1

Total
4
5
4
1
1
15

The social statuses of respondents and monthly average income per person in each family are as follow

Social Status      
Income per

Person
Student
Pensioner


Unemployed
Housewife
Total

Up to 5000 drams

(APRs. 10 $)
1
1
8
2
12

From 5000 to 15 000 drams  (APRs. 10 – 30 $)
-
2
1
-
3

Total
1
3
9
2
15

As you can see the respondents mainly have low educational background and half of them are unemployed. In 12 families monthly average income per person is not even equal to10$, which means that these people live in absolute poverty. The exact figures reassert the assumption of the observer that sense of live seemed to be survival. As it is known in theory the subculture of the destitute brings to the chain of social problems such as apathy, high social estrangement, low self-appraisal, unwillingness to plan the future and etc. Surely the prerequisites of these social problems are already ripe in Armenian society for being crucial.      

2. Analysis of expert interviews

Deep analysis of expert interviews will be provided in generalized form. You can find the main frame attached to the report. The list of experts was already mentioned above. 


All experts claim that there are Azeris in Armenia but most of them have changed their surnames and other documents.  Many of them give themselves out to be Kurds, Russians, etc. So it was very difficult for them to say even the approximate number of Azeris residing in Armenia. According to Mr. Hobosyan’s
 data there are about 300-500 Azeris in Armenia and 20 % of them are pure Azeris, the others are descendant of mixed marriages. Mr. Babajanyan says that many of them came here with refugees. These are the descendants of mixed marriages whose Armenian mothers brought them from Azerbaijan but Azeri fathers of these children stayed at Azerbaijan. This fact really explains why some of respondents were worried about the disunity of their families.

 
Experts assure that Azeris, at present, do not have problems because of their national belonging. The blind and intense hatred towards Azeris has decreased a great deal during the years. Surely, the neighbors and community itself will never let such kind of problems arise. Mr. Chatoev says that Armenian wants from the person living next to him/her to be his/her friend independent of nationality. He also claims that it is very pity that no research was conducted aimed at study Armenian mentality: in the frames of that research it would be interesting to know the answer to the question why Armenian plain man is so tolerant towards all nations. And here are the citations of various cases that experts were telling:


“Let me bring you one example. And this is not the only case. We know several of them. We were conducting research in Qajaran city of Syuniq marz at that time. As you know there is high level of unemployment in Armenia and Qajaran also has such problem. Many Armenian families are entirely unemployed in Qajaran but despite of this two Azeri sisters are employed and paid quite highly in that city. All residents know them as Azeris and there was no problem between them up to now. What I want to express is that national belonging did not play any role in hiring them. It would seem that first of all, Armenians had to be hired and then Azeris but this case demonstrates that people are valued according to their merits and not national belonging. And these sisters do not intend to leave Armenia because Armenia is their fatherland. We have interviewed 24 Azeris and none of them told us he/she had been pressed by Armenians. Maybe those who did not want to be interviewed were pressed. I do not have information on it and I do not know.” 


Of course some frictions still exist but they are very inconspicuous and insignificant.

 Mr. Babajanyan tells:


“Children of one Armenian woman, who sheltered here from Iran, are half-and-half Azeris. For a long time nobody knew they were Azeris. They were living in hostel. And once a journalist wrote about them in the newspaper “Golos Armenii” and mentioned the concrete address. After that, two or three Armenians, who were hostages in the past, had some pretension towards them. There were everyday clashes: the family had a dog, which quasi impeded the hostages. The conflict was quickly resolved by police intervention. All residents of the hostel took the family’s side.”

Mr. Hobosyan tells:

 
 “Who says it is bad being Azeri, it is good when they are proud of being Azeri. Though there is no pressure toward them but they have bitter resentment against Armenians and it is understandable. Here is an example and I am sure there will be more of them. When many Azeris left Chambarak city in 1988 several families refused to go. And one old man was among them. Years have past and the old man died a natural death. In Chambarak there were 2 cemeteries - one Armenian and the other Azerbaijanian. At the time when the old man was dead several hotheads did not let his family inter in the old man in Azeri cemetery, so the family wanted to inter in him in Armenian cemetery but they again were not let to do this. And finally they interred in him in a neutral territory on a hill. And this resentment still exists in the hearts of this old man’s generation. And really it is very hurting. You know this is also pressure, some kind of psychological pressure. But, in spite of it, they are living with Armenians today without any problems. All neighbors know they are Azeris but they do never remind it to them.”


   All experts disagreed that it is possible any pressure from neighbors toward Azeris. Here are the generalized comments on the question 

“Nowadays any pressure from the neighbors is impossible. The pressures were during the years of inspiration
 when some of youth were even breaking the busts of Chekhov and Pushkin
. These were the years of abnormal events in all post Soviet republics.

Peasants and working people independent of their nationality think about their work, how to earn the living, they have much bother. I am sure this stratum will never invoke any national tensions. I have been in many regions and villages and studied that question and I came to the conclusion that this stratum never and never will violate national minorities’ rights. The tensions between Armenians and national minorities are caused erroneously: these tensions are weapons in the arms of political activists and they use them at any opportune moment.

An Azeri woman who had 4 children had left Armenia in 1989. One of her daughters was married with Armenian and she stayed in Armenia. Every year her mother and sister are coming to Armenia to see her and staying here for about a month. And all neighbors know about this, they normally perceive it and never any conflict on this ground is possible to arise. But the same attitudes can on no account be disseminated on other communities as they keep this in secret. This is a small secret of that community.”

Mr. Babajanyan expressed very interesting idea on the topic:

“There is no such pressure toward Azeris. They are just afraid of reoccurrence of military operations that is why they avoid noticing. The pressure exists in them: what if war begins. I have talked to many of them and they told me that if it would be peace they would live here forever, otherwise everything is possible. Two years ago when Azeri journalists came here we even organized an experiment. These Azeri journalists were walking in the streets, loudly and purposely talking in Azerbaijanian. You now what happened? No one even approached them. Journalists were surprised very much and me too.” 

Well, it is already clear how society treats Azeris but what about official bodies?

“Being scientists we often visit villages to conduct various researches. At first, we meet the representatives of local government, present to them telling the aim of our visit. Recently, we visited many villages in order to interview Azeris. Being acquainted with the aim of our visit this representatives began to ensure us not to conduct the research. So did neighbors. I tell you truly they began convince us not to refresh the events of past. This means that community more seriously accepted the problem than we did. As they live together they perceived the problem           more rightly than we did. This is because they realize that they are the members of the same community independent of national belonging. 

National minorities are not oppressed in Armenia but they are ignored by Government of RA and other official channels. But this ignorance is a type of pressure, is not it? I feel myself oppressed because I do not have any representative of national minority in the Parliament. I have no minister or deputy minister. The documents on national minorities were signed and certified in the Parliament but no representative of national minority was present in that discussion. Yes, I feel very oppressed. We have national holidays but President of RA or other official never congratulated us via newspaper or TV. We need your attention even if we are just 3% of your population.  Recently I have read an article named “Armenian army will be enlarged by Armenian sons” in the newspaper “Republic of Armenia”. Why only Armenian sons when the representatives of national minorities also serve in the Armenian army? They are also citizens of RA. Yes, all this make me feel oppressed.
”

 All experts confirm that such emotions like hatred, hostility toward Azeris were in latent form during Soviet Union then they culminated in 1988-1994 and the stage of de-escalation began in 1994 continuing up to now.  Experts do not claim but suppose that Armenian minority probably does not have any problems in Azerbaijan. It is noticeable that similar processes take place in Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Babajanyan tells:

“My kinswoman refused of her nationality and mother in order to stay in Baku. She is pretending to be Russian buying passport and living there. Many of them have done this. But God forbid if Azeris know! Baku was and is very international city. Indigenous “Bakusman” will never press any Armenian but the other Azeris will. Due to Aliev’s policy Baku is now settled by “Non-Bakusmen”. Believe me there is a big difference between “Bakusmen” and “Non-Bakusman” Azeris and this is because of the internationalism of the city. The indigenous “Bakusman” Azeri is very tolerant toward any nation.” 

Experts assert that everyday relations between Azeris and Armenians are very normal today. 

Mr. Hobosyan tells

“One can make a film about Azeri-Armenian friendship in Sadakhlu
. A week ago in “Republic of Armenia” was written about awful quarrels taking place there. I have been in Sadakhlu and even interviewed several Azeris. Azeris told me that Armenians are their good friends and the same was about Armenians. They even help each other and I do not know why such a thing was written in the newspaper.” 

It will be interesting to know what Mrs. Vardanyan says:

“My dear, hear what I am saying. I live near “Market of Gold” and there is an Iranian market in front of my house. Everyone call them Iranian shops but those who are working there are Azeris. I often do there shopping and hear they are loudly speaking in Azerbaijan language with each other. I know that language very well and I am sure they are Azeris. You can go and hear yourself.” 

There are differences in the statuses of those Azeris who are residing in villages and those in cities. 

“You can never know that he is not Armenian if he lives in city. They are speaking excellent in Armenian and no external characteristic shows his national belonging. Their way of life is like ours. And in villages it is more noticeable: you can know them even by external characteristics.  Those who are living in cities are proud that they are Azeris, there are scientists among them and this stratum will never change its surname.” 

The situation for national minorities, especially Azeris has not been changed since Armenia became member of Council of Europe because this was state decision and the majority of population is not aware of this membership. The folk does not know what means Council of Europe; it has its own wisdom and interests. In many cases people and state are not congruent. All experts claim that first of all Azeris will apply to their neighbors if their rights are violated. This proves the statement that Armenian society is rather communal than individual one. Armenia is newly democratizing state and Human Rights Organizations are something new for Armenians
, they are just established and some time is required for society familiarization with the milestones of civil society. People are unaware of these organizations, their functions ant etc. Plus these organizations do not have clear idea how to operate in the concrete environment. They must take into account the specificity of Armenian culture as well. In a democratic state Human Rights Organizations and other NGOs are the main channels of society and government relationship-building and its maintaining.  Here are some summarized comments     

“The power of law is not respected even by officials in Armenia and that is why people keep off applying to legal bodies. There are many cases when people were left in worse situation than they were before applying and this is independent of national belonging. The results of a survey showed that people do not believe in both local and international legal bodies. 

We have defective legal field. The laws constituted imperfectly and existing laws are not fulfilled. People are not protected against hunger, cold and etc. No social policy is implemented.”

Experts claim that Azeris do not have sufficient reason for sheltering abroad because of their rights violation on national ground: 

“I am sure now it is pretext but if war begin it will not be pretext. People are leaving only because of hard socio- economic conditions.

 If we take into account socio-economic situation Azeris like Armenians have sufficient ground for leaving the country. Otherwise, they do not have any reason as they received ground and cattle equally with Armenians in villages. This means that their starting points were equal. We interviewed 24 Azeris and only 2 of them tended to leave the country again because of hard economic conditions. ”  


Two different but quite sound points of views are cited on the following question:  If there were some Azeris, who would like to leave Armenia, where, do you think, they would take shelter in?

 “Not in Muslim country, in any country where the hostility between Armenians and Azeris is almost impossible. Not even in Russia, in any economically developed country - this is the first premise for their preference.

In Russia, they will not find shelter in Azerbaijan, as they would not like to live in reserved camps for sure. In Russia, it is easier; they do not need any visa. Few of them have enough financial capabilities to go to European Country.”

Mr. Aghababyan provided the following information
The numbers of people arrived in Armenia 

and departed from Armenia in 2000 and 2001

Months
2000
2001


Arrived in
Departed from
Saldo
Arrived in
Departed from
Saldo

January
19518
26454
-6936
24384
34328
-9944

February
20418
25843
-5425
25003
29787
-4784

March
22538
26996
-4458
28400
37132
-8732

April
25399
31068
-5669
30943
42042
-11099

May
27919
36643
-8724
33204
49238
-16034

June
39897
39480
417
48162
49126
-964

July
40917
46380
-5463
50641
57205
-6564

August
42830
57314
-14484
56886
73515
-16629

September
38294
45883
-7589
51283
56149
-4866

October
35972
40779
-4807
45538
47010
-1472

November
36008
37722
-1714




December
49953
42600
7353




Total
399663
457162
-57499
394444
475532
-81088

A little bit about some common tendencies that usually taking place in post-communist countries during the transformation period. 

Many newly democratizing states lack institutions to break up governmental and non-governmental information monopolies, to professionalize journalism, and to create common public forums where diverse of ideas engage each other under conditions in which enormous arguments will be challenged. 

A “well- developed” civil society is not simply a matter of many clamoring voices, but also the set of institutions and social norms that make pluralism a civil process of persuasion and reconciling of differences. No matter how well-intentioned and knowledgeable, non- governmental organizations promoting human rights tend to understate the tension between their ideal of an open society and the difficulty of establishing its preconditions in newly democratizing societies. As a consequence, their remedies may sometimes fuel nationalist mythmaking rather than dampen it.

A well-institutionalized marketplace of ideas requires anti-trust and equal time regulations guaranteeing media access, the training of journalists in the verification of sources and the separation of fact from opinion, and the development of expert evaluative institutions whose prestige depends on maintaining a reputation for objectivity
.

 The abovementioned asserts the experts claiming that everyday relations between Azeris and Armenians are not as bad as they are illustrated in Mass Media. Anyway, this inflammatory propaganda is a good remedy for politicians to achieve political support.   

Of course, Azeris and other minorities have the feeling of relative deprivation
 a bit. This is also because, Armenia is quite mono-ethnic state and only 3% of citizens are the representatives of minorities.  The root causes of Azeris feel uncomfortable are the fears of the future. These fears are individual and depend on personality but taking into account the recent violent conflict between Azeris and Armenians their fears of possible aggression are quite natural. These fears of the future, lived trough the past, are also strong because they are linked to the emotions of hatred and hostility experienced during the conflict escalation.

Department for migration and refuges by the Government of RA held a meeting and discussed the draft about National minorities’ law of Ra on 21 of September 2001.  

Summarizing the data gathered by the researcher it can be stated that it is of no doubt that the representatives of Azeri minority are, at present, sheltering abroad because of their rights’ violation on national ground and open pressure toward them. Though there is no guarantee that they will not shelter if Nagorno- Karabakh conflict reoccurs. It can be also stated that few of them are leaving the country because of hard economic conditions while many of Armenians try to do this.

  It was found out that almost all national minorities residing in Armenia have their own departments at State Radio. There are transmissions in Azerbaijanian language and in others as well. The NGOs of national minorities are freely celebrating their national holidays in Armenia and organizing cultural events. The activeness of communities depends on the relief they receive from their states. Those who do not have states and consequently external support are in poor economic conditions. The only problem they have for their full life is the fund raisings. Do not these all prove that they are oppressed by economic issues and not by national ones though they are very interrelated?      

CONCLUSION

As it was already mentioned at present there is no violation of Azeris rights on the national basis, let us concentrate on the possible latent sides of treatment and attitudes toward Azeris.   

Taking into account the fact that Armenia is a tradition-based country it becomes evident that the prejudices toward any national minorities, especially Azeris are at a big stake. This is because traditions contain element of similarity – people unlike those of dominant group are treated in a different manner.  Different manner includes both negative and positive elements. For example, Armenian local government representatives showed more care toward vulnerable groups than others by ensuring that the researcher will not harm the Azeri-respondent psychologically. And negative elements include avoidance and absence of relationship building with Azeris as many Armenians identify Azeris as Turks. The Armenian Genocide committed by Turks in 1915 and pogroms in Baku and Sumgait in 1988 and 1990 made this identification of Turks and Azeris stronger for Armenians. Anyway, it is possible to overcome such difficulties: everything depends on the personality of Azeri. 

· It is necessary to reduce the prejudices toward Azeris 

· It is necessary to weaken the power of traditions by promoting tolerance 

· It is necessary to ensure Azeris that the future possible conflict will not affect on their security

· It is necessary to improve the legal field of RA

· It is necessary to realize social policy in order to protect citizens of RA against hunger and cold

· Due to globalization processes taking place in the world it is necessary to modify Armenian communal society into individual one, thus enabling the country to be law-based. 
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INTRODUCTION

There was a time when in Armenian society the existence of such people, who are sexually oriented towards representatives of the same sex, was not apparent. Till recent years, values and norms of homosexual people and the special legal field regulating their daily life were not included in cultural sub-system of our society. Health care institute was also ignoring the problems of homosexuals. But in course of years the fact that there are a lot of such people among us, who differ from others by their particular sexual orientation and also by their system of values, norms and related problems which have great impact on people, has become more obvious. Thus, it is almost impossible to avoid questions, such as, whether the representatives of sexual minorities living in Armenia have certain conflicts that characterizes this social group. If yes, with which layers of the society do they happen, what kind of conflicts are they and how are they developed and solved? Can they become causes for people’s migration? 


The description and analysis summarized in this report can give answers to this and such questions. In next pages of the report, methods of information gathering, obstacles that we came across during the research, analysis, conclusions and recommendations are presented. 

PART ONE


LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

History of sexual life.

Sexual life is a forbidden and close theme in Armenian society. It’s discussed neither in schools, nor in Institutes of higher education and or among the family members. We see the lack of information especially among our young people. They consider homosexuality and especially homosexuals as something worth humiliation and contempt. Surely this is a result of our national mentality. Our forefathers, parents and even we accept only sexual relations between a woman and a man. Homosexual relations are not normal for us. 

In the legislative field of the Republic of Armenia and subsidiary juridical literature, we find a very small number of fragments concerning the theme of sexual minorities. In the juridical literature there is no concept of “Sexual minority”. It’s a group of citizens who do not have traditional sexual orientations.

Before speaking about international standards or experience it’s important to mention that an individual’s intimate life and homosexual relations were free and inviolable even in the antic period and were regulated by various norms. 

In spite of the fact that the west-European civilization is based on Roman and Greek cultures, our attitudes to sexual life differ greatly. 

Homosexual relations were not considered to be indecent in antique Greece. They were treated in a very normal way as heterosexual relations. The Greeks took homosexuality as naturally as heterosexuality for us today. They didn’t criticize homosexual and  heterosexual relations from the point of view of morality. In spite of all this,  sexual relations between a man and a young boy had a very important place. Greeks elaborated scrupulous rules on the relations between a man and a young boy, whereas there was no codex concerning man-woman relations. That relation was founded on the mutual love and respect. According to the rules mentioned below the man should begin his attempts and the boy should refuse at first. Only after taking presents and sweet words from him, the boy could agree. In this case violence was forbidden: love was free. A close sensitive relation between the man and the boy appeared. When the boy became a man, the sexual relations between them turned to a great friendship. Later the boy who was now a man married a woman and then made a sexual relation with a boy.

In spite of their attitude to homosexual relations between men, Greeks criticized and humiliated the same kind of relations between women, in another words lesbians.      The reason of such attitude was perhaps the lowest status of women in Antique Greece. Nevertheless the earliest literature in western culture expressing any idea of Lesbianism was the poetry of Sapfo (612 b.c.). Sapfo was born on the island Lesbos, that’s why homosexual relations of women were termed “Lesbos”.

In Antique Rome Romans  treated sexual life like the Greeks. The only difference was that man-woman relations were more accepted than man-boy relations. The reason was that the first kind of relations provided the continuance of generation and eternity of spirit. So they could give important advice to heterosexuals as for the importance of man-woman relations, whereas such kind of things did not exist among Greeks.       

Let’s come to our times. Still in 19 century doctors revealed and made known the difference between homosexual and heterosexual relations. At the end of the 19 century American and European doctors showed interest in what caused sexual orientation different from the normal one. They were especially interested in the sexual activity between men. They differentiated the types of homosexuality having studied this activity.

At first there were not any terms to determinate homosexuality and heterosexuality. For example Freud (1856) and Ellis (1885) used the term sexual devaluation to determinate homosexuality. In 1860s the word “homosexuality” was invested. The term heterosexuality appeared later to complete the meaning of the term “homosexuality”. But only homosexuality was thought worth to be studied in detail from the point of view of  the way of life. On the contrary, sexual devaluation was already accepted and they were a little interested to study it. 

When we talk about homosexuality we should understand sexual relations between unisex people. This is not a new phenomenon at all. Only homosexuality is interpreted in another way. “Homosexual” means sameness, something deeper and steadier than ordinary sexual acts. Homosexuality is to give an idea about something special, that is to say homosexual relations not between a man and a woman but between people of the same sex. 

Homosexuality was forbidden in Jewels’ culture. According to Christian traditions homosexuals were considered to be “Sodomians”, but they differed in two important points. First, the term “Sodomian” concerned those who did forbidden acts in their sexual activity. If they gave up doing such things, they stopped to be “Sodomians”. According to this theory, the homosexuals who gave up homosexual behavior continued to be homosexuals from the point of view of their morality. Second, the idea of the term “Sodomian” expressed the way of activity as much as the sexual life of the participants was. But nothing is mentioned about homosexuals in the story of Sodom. Sodom was the sign of wretchedness on the whole. Only from the year of 200 B.C. till 200 A.C. sexual guilts and homosexuality among them  began to be mentioned as crimes. Before that it was looked upon only as something wretched.

At the end of the 19 th century, sexual orientation became a means to characterize the essence of a man’s sexual desires. Mentioning the changes taking place in that period, the thinkers were of the opinion that “being a Sodomian was a temporary mistake, but homosexuals were a new type of people”. 

As the thinkers of the time noticed, at the 19th century the homosexual was a prominent person, past, a page of history with mysterious psychology and anatomy. Nothing is left unchanged from his whole body as a result of his homosexuality. It is always on the basis of his behavior, because it was the principle of it; it is expressed on his face and body, it is in his blood as it was a  self-revealing secret and continues to be. It is inseparable not as an ordinary guilt but as a special essence.

Modern Theory

The theory of natural rights is in the basis of modern law. According to that theory everybody has inborn and inviolable natural rights to life, freedom, security in his/her person, etc.. Law consolidates it. 

That is why  in modern juridity only the laws which coincide with human rights are accepted. The laws limiting those rights are not accepted. That is to say, fundamental rights, duties and freedom are important elements of juridical status of the person. These are the rights which the person, the citizen can’t be devoid of; they belong to any person who appears to be a subject of law, independent of the recognition of his rights by the latter. That is why the Institute of determining the juridical status of the citizen occupies a special place in the constitutional law of all the countries. The chapter “Fundamental rights and freedoms of a person and a citizen” of the RA acting constitution has also consolidated it. One of the most important elements of the RA Constitution found its concrete expression in the consolidated norms of rights and freedoms according to which “The State provides the protection of human rights and freedoms according to the Constitution and laws matching the principles and norms of international law” (chapter 4 of the RA constitution). So the rights and freedoms of a person and a citizen are not defined by the Constitution but they, must be acknowledged (guaranteed, protected) by the State as already existing human rights and freedoms.    

Such documents as the “International Convention on Human Rights” accepted by the chief Assembly of UNO on December 10, 1948, the European Agreement on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in 1950, the International Agreement on Political and Civil Rights in 1966 were the basic for the consolidation on Human Rights and Freedoms. 

With all this the RA was included in the Council of Europe /25.01.2001/ and legislative process /and particularly on Human Rights is realized by the National Assembly according to the demands of that European Institution/.

National Assembly mentions the letters of  the RA president, the chairman of the  National Assembly, the prime minister, and the political parties represented in the National Assembly and consolidates that the RA is responsible to accept the 2 /special/ chapter of the RA Criminal codex in the European legislative field within 6 months which will put an end to the punishment by death and the homosexual relations of mature people by mutual agreement will not be considered as punishable by law /accepted by the National Assembly on June 28, 2000 /21 session//.

The constitutional rights and freedoms are not all the rights and freedoms a man has but the greatest, the most important part of them. The 43 chapter of the RA Constitution proves that the rights and freedoms set forth in the Constitution are not exhaustive and shall not be construed to exclude other universally accepted human and civil rights and freedoms. .It means that the essential part of the rights and freedoms of a man and a citizen is regulated by other branches of law which are not fundamental in their content and consequently are not consolidated by the Constitution.

The rights and freedoms  most essential for a man,  for the society and for the State are consolidated in the constitution and that’s why they are called fundamental. F. e. the social-economic rights and freedoms are considered to be natural rights and freedoms which are consolidated in the Constitution of  the State.

The rights and freedoms which respect the dignity of person are not only essential for person. It’s well known that individual can exist only in society, keeping relations with other members of the last one. In the same time every person is an individual in his turn, and he has his intern world, mentality, psychology, and intimate relations, which are close with his dignity. So he needs to protect them from the extern invasion, and the State constitutionally consolidates these rights, which consists the essential part of fundamental human rights and freedoms.

The other reason of their constitutional consolidation is their first meaning, i.e. they are the moral norms, which regulate social relations but not in concrete way. That’s why they are called norms-principles. Moral norms depend on people’s way of life, occupation, social status, political and social sphere and as a rule they have been evolving step by step and for a long period. They don’t have objective and material meaning and that’s why they are not written, formulated and expressed in any sources. 

Speaking about personal rights and freedoms of an individual it’s important to pay a special attention to his dignity, which is equal to the right to be respected and to respect. When the person begins to feel his freedom and his equality with other persons, and he understands the importance of his role in the society, his dignity begins to develop. The meaning of this word includes also the acceptance and recognition of some moral and intellectual values of individual. 

Freedom makes person to hide his private life from the rest of the society and keep it away from extern contacts. It expresses the intention of person to have his own personal world of intimate and business interests, which should be protected from extern invasions. It means that nobody has right to get information about person’s family without his agreement. Collecting data about business activity, finance sources and intimate life /relations/ is also forbidden. 

International Norms Regulating Rights and Freedoms of Sexual Minorities

Nowadays there isn’t a certain international norm regulating the rights and freedoms of sexual minorities. But internationally stated Human rights standards refer to all people, despite of the fact whether they are representatives of minorities or not. 

UN has presented its position towards certain aspects of minorities’ rights, taking measures for human rights protection and its encouragement. 


Human Rights declaration in the sphere of Human Rights Protection, as an international legal norm, establishes principles of equal attitude without any discrimination. Those principles are presented in a more detailed way in international convention on Economic, social and cultural rights and in International convention on Civil and Political rights /UN, 1966/. 


Meantime, it is necessary to mention that the above-mentioned international conventions, providing the need of “necessity”, do not maintain the need of “satisfaction”, in the result of which the principle of “undiscriminating” was referred to in a series of international agreements and declarations, including:

· International Convention on annihilation of all kinds of Race discrimination /1965/

· Convention on annihilation of all kinds of discrimination towards women /1979/

· Declaration on annihilation of intolerance and all kinds of discriminations based on religion or creeds /1981/

· Convention on Children’s rights

· Convention on annihilation of discriminations in the sphere of labor and employment /1958/

· Convention on struggle against discrimination in educational sphere /UNESCO, 1960/

· Declaration on Race and race prejudice /UNESCO, 1978/.

Enumerating all those principles, which do not allow discrimination, the above-mentioned international agreements and declarations include not all but those main situations, in case of which the right of equal attitude towards minorities or their representatives can possibly be denied. 


The above-mentioned agreements and declarations, in the sphere of international right, provide the perception of representatives of minorities as legal objects, equality before the court, equality before the law and equal protection of the law. 


The worldwide perception of the definition of “minority” concept is principally important, as according to national legislation the protection of minorities’ rights for discrimination and persecution always requires a clear definition of these beneficiaries. The situation becomes more complicated because of variety of events. 


Only one principle is considered to be basic – not a single “minority” should suffer from bad attitude or any kind of discrimination. 


The principle of undiscriminating as a general norm is also stated in regional documents concerning human rights, including European Convention on protection of Human Rights and General Freedoms, European Social Charter, Agreement on Intolerance as a Threaten for Democracy /accepted by European Council/ and other regional norms /American and African Conventions /. 


 In works for minorities’ rights protection more progress is observed in Europe than in other parts of the world. A summarizing document of representatives of member states of Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna meeting gives large rights to minorities, both undiscriminating ones and of special kind. Those rights were approved once more during the meeting of representatives of OSCE member states in Copenhagen in 1990 and during the meeting of experts in Geneva in 1991. 

European law and experience on the protection of sexual minorities rights observes set of notions –not to intervene in “private”, “personal” and “family” life.

One of the basis principles of civil and political human rights is the privacy of his personal life. The application of this right has direct influence on the efficiency of the democracy.

 
The 8 article on  the privacy of personal life /protocol N7, European convention on human rights/ has direct relation with the article N 9 /freedom of religion, mind and conscience/, article N 10 /the right to express own opinion/, article N 11 / the liberty of unions and meetings/, article N 5 /the right to be free/, article N 6 /the right of just examination/ and article N 12 /the right to have family/.


The protection of the privacy of individual’s personal life acts only in the case of relations between individual and state and not in the case of relations between definite persons.


If  in the national legislation  there are some articles which consider some aspects of personal life as a crime, and are not involved in the article N 8 /part 2/, it considers as a fact of the violation of the right to privacy life from the way of state, independently form the fact were these articles implemented or no. 


The doctrine on the privacy of private life plays a great role in the protection of this right.


The “respect” toward private life considers as a right to privacy of personal life. Everyone is entitled to leave at his will and have right to confidentiality of his private life.  This right involves also the right to establish and to join relations with other persons, especially in the sentimental area, for the development and realization of human individuality.


The sexual orientations and life are also considered as a part of individual’s private life /article N 8, point N1/.    

Article 26

All people are equal before the law and without any discrimination have equal rights for law protection. In this respect the law should forbid any kind of discrimination, and it should provide equal and effective protection from discrimination of any kind, i.e. race, skin color, gender, language, religion, political or other opinions, national or social origin, state of ownership, birth or other circumstances. 

European Convention on Human Rights 

Convention on Human rights and freedom protection  /European Convention on Human Rights/ certainly appears to be the most popular and perhaps, the most effective regional standard in sphere of Human Rights protection. While being members of European Council, States are obliged to sign the given convention and validate it within a year. The eighth article of this convention is devoted to the right for respect towards personal and family lives. Validating this convention, they are obliged to guarantee civil and political rights and freedoms confirmed by the convention to each person under their authorization. When means of local legal protection are spent, the person may protect his unprotected rights as a result of Convention violation by the state in International Court of Strasbourg Human Rights Protection.  

Article 15


Citizens despite of their nationality, race, gender, language, religion, political or other opinions, social origin, ownership or other condition have all rights, freedoms and obligations stated by the Constitution and laws. 

Article 20, 1st part


 Each person has the right to protect his/her personal and family life from illegal mediation, his/her dignity and good name.  

Article 20, 2nd part

It is forbidden to gather, preserve, use and spread information about personal and family life of a person in an illegal way. 

RA Criminal Codex /accepted in 1961/


Homosexuality belongs to the group of “Crimes against person’s life, health, freedom and dignity” of RA Criminal Codex.  


Only males can be the objects of homosexuality. In case of volunteer act both active homosexuals and passive ones are punished by the law /RA Cr. Cod. 116 article, part 1 /. As for qualified homosexuality /RA Cr. Cod. 116 article, part 2/ the object of it /except homosexuality towards people under age/ can be males of 16 years old and above. Females of the same age may also appear as assistants /not as actors/. 


The law foresees two types of discussible crimes - simple and qualified. The simple one is foreseen in part 1of RA Cr. Cod. 116 article. That is the sexual relation of an adult male with another one by mutual-volunteer agreement. It is punishable by means of imprisonment for 5 years. The qualified type of this action is foreseen in part 2 of the same article. It becomes qualified, in the following cases: 

a/ physical enforcement,
b/ by means of threatens,

c/ towards a person under age,

d/ making use of dependent state of the victim.


In case of even one of these consequences, by reasonable causes, the legal punishment is strengthened, by imprisoning from 3 to 7 years’ duration. In above-mentioned cases the victim / active or passive homosexual who was forced or threatened, a person in dependent state or a person under age/ is released of criminal responsibility. 


It is necessary to pay attention to the consequence that homosexuals may be criminally responsible for other crimes foreseen in RA criminal codex. For example, in case they infect with venereal illness or AIDS.  


As in part 2 of 119 article of the same legislation it is stated, that a person who carries the danger of infecting venereal illness by means of sexual relations or other actions is either imprisoned for up to 2 years or is forced to do correctional works during the same period of time, or 200 drams is fined from him. 


Part 3 of article 119. Infecting with venereal illnesses by a person who has been aware of his/her illness is punished by means of imprisonment for 3 years or correctional works for 1-2 years. 


Part 4 of article 119. Actions foreseen in part 3 of the same article, if they are realized by the same person, who has previously been sentenced for infecting another person with venereal illness, as well as two or more people, or infecting people under age is punished for 5 years of imprisonment /01.12.71, 29.12.82 edition/. 


Article 1192. 

A person, who can infect others with AIDS, is punished by means of imprisonment for five years. 


Second part. A person who infects others with AIDS being aware of his/her illness is punished by means of imprisonment for eight years /accepted in 23.10.87/.

I should express my point of view about the fact that by forbidding legal norm of RA law on “Marriage and family codex” accepted in 1969, implemented in 1970 and functioning nowadays we can understand that till now marriage of homosexuals has not been forbidden, excluded or allowed, and in such case the legal norm cannot appear as an obstacle for the marriage of homosexuals. Thus, if the legislation does not forbid it, then it doesn’t exclude it either. 

PART TWO
CASE STUDY 
As a method of gathering information for the research, the interview was selected. We received standardized1 information from one element of the research – people having non-traditional sexual orientation (particularly, homosexuals, lesbians and bisexuals)2, and from the other, i.e. experts – by the method of deep interview3.

It was very difficult to find homosexuals while conducting the research. The unbearable attitude of Armenian society makes them hide their non-traditional sexual orientation. In the process of seeking homosexuals we came across more obstacles, as there was another reason besides the above-mentioned one –Constitution accuses homosexuals (according to the Constitution, only gays are criminally responsible, but nothing is said about lesbians)4. Thus, homosexuals try to hide the peculiarities of their sexual life as hard as possible, because of the fear of being revealed by civil police.  So the lack of homosexual clubs in Armenia is conditioned with these reasons, which also hardens to find the subjects of the research. 

In the result of such obstacles the interviews with homosexuals within their acquaintances become unavoidable, then for implementing “snowball” method5. The latter is implemented by two principles - in the first case, the telephone number of homosexual is taken, in other case the place of his office is found out. In the second case, when the researcher had the opportunity to meet the unisexual directly, to talk to him, to explain the purpose of the research, to present the details, they were not avoiding to speak about their homosexual life. The appointment by phone call is somewhat different. In this case the distrust strictly increases. Homosexual people (in this case gays) were often avoiding meeting foreigners. This fear was based on the fact, that people, who had given phone numbers wanted to stay unknown. In this case there were such conflicts, which happened when a gay came to preliminary telephone-made appointment with 5-6 boys, who supposedly had to protect him from an interviewer and a woman, who appeared to be his psychologist. 

Besides, in order to conduct a research, a researcher should have been aware of homosexual people’s relations, learnt about several elements of their culture1, so that he could gain trustfulness. Certain skills were necessary; i.e. the role2 of interviewer should satisfy the respondents’ expectations. For playing the above-mentioned role, it was necessary to know the certain system of words, expressions and beliefs, so that the respondent could accept the researcher in the concept “we”, not “they”. 

In the process of homosexual people’s selection the “snowball” method helped a lot, but the experts were chosen according to professional direction, conditioned with the fact that they have much experience in homosexuals’ issues.

During expert survey there were some obstacles as well as the issues of homosexual people were ignored and were not researched, thus there are very few sources of information. It is interesting that there were such people who were inclined to avoid the interview not only among homosexual, but also among experts (some people preferred the interview to be anonymous). One of experts refused to speak about the problems of homosexual people, considering it as threaten not only for him, but also for the researcher. And the expert who was a human rights protector, considered the interview to be useless, by the consequence that such researches are conducted only for earning money, and nobody cares about the problems of homosexual people and their solutions. However, in result of the research 7 female and 8 male representatives of sexual minorities living in Armenia were interviewed (see table 1). Four experts participated in the survey as well.  


· Chairman of Helsinki association, Human Rights’ protector Micael Danielyan     

· Officer of RA Military Prosecutor 

· Psychologist working in clinics 11      

· The Head of Juridical office of Department of Migration and Refugees of RA government Petros Aghababyan    

Table 1

Demographic data
Female
Male
Total 

Age of respondents
16-20
4
3
7


21-25
3
2
5


26-32
0
3
3

Age of homosexual inclinations expression 
Up to 5 
1
2
3


10-16
3
5
8


17-20
3
1
4

Marital status
Not married 
7
7
14


Divorced
0
1
1

Social group


Student
2
2
4


Pupil 
1
0
1


Artist 
2
3
5


Employee of private enterprise
2
2
4


Business
0
1
1

Education 
Uncompleted secondary
0
1
1


Secondary 
4
0
4


Specialized secondary
0
4
4


Uncompleted high
0
2
2


High 
3
1
4

Monthly income 
Till 5.000
1
1
2


5100-15.000
2
0
2


31.000-50.000
1
1
2


51.000-75.000
1
0
1


76.000-150.000
1
3
4


300.000 and more
1
3
4

 The Analysis of Results of the Survey

However, in what way do they solve the problems with sexual minorities’ rights and obligations which appeared in RA social visible field? On one hand the resolution of the problem depends on the values and norms of Armenian mentality, on the other hand the correspondence of legal field with documentation about human rights to international standards. The majority of homosexuals agreed that everyone has rights in born (see questionnaire, Q.1).  The others were claiming that everyone has the right to do the things that are not limited by international laws. And only one homosexual mentioned that the state itself decides the rights and responsibilities of its citizens (see table 2).



Table 2
    Answers
Male
Female
Total 

1. Each person has rights for everything since his/her birth 
6
4
10

2. Person has no rights
0
0
0

3. Each state itself decides the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
0
1
1

4. Person has the right to do everything that is not limited by international laws. 
2
2
4

Let us discover to what extent homosexuals are intended to conceal their sexual orientation and why. To answer this question, it is necessary to discuss the obstacles faced during the field phase. What concerns the lesbians, they did not refuse to answer the questions and in the frames of reliable people they were not concealing their sexual orientation. This is due to the fact that they do not have criminal responsibility according to the criminal codex of RA. As for gays, here the problem is somewhat different – both RA Legislation and Armenians’ system of values and norms appear to be threatening for them. The attitude of heterosexual people, having Armenian traditional culture, towards girls with non-traditional sexual orientation is comparatively bearable. We can’t say the same in case of gays, as they try to hide the peculiarities of their sexual life as much as possible. They speak about it only when they accept their company either as carriers of their subculture or as people who at least accept it. 

Here it is necessary to mention the peculiarities of that subculture and its carrying groups. We can meet such homosexuals who sociate only with homosexuals. It is almost impossible to have conversation with representatives of that group, as they don’t consider the researcher to be a member of “we”. Besides, their daily life, their attitude towards sexual relations and their chosen way for sexual satisfaction provoke conflicts between members of homosexual groups and various layers of the society, especially civil police (in comparison with homosexuals described below). That is why this group of homosexuals is more closed and the sexual orientation of its members is more hidden. 

The other group of homosexual people is comparatively open, as it consists not only of homosexuals, but also of heterosexuals - so-called naturals, who, if don’t share, at least have mild attitude towards homosexual life of their acquaintances.


It is interesting that most of interviewed lebians manage to hide their sexual orientation from their family members. We cannot say the same in case of gays (see questionnaire, Q.8). Families of six homosexuals out of eight were aware of the peculiarities of their son’s sexual life (two of them have informed about it themselves). In four families out of above-mentioned six ones this fact was accepted without any serious conflicts, but in two of them it brought to tragic events. They were under psychological and moral pressure. One of them was even kept locked in the house by his parents, he had to escape from the house, and the other was forced to give up the homosexual way of life. 

Some of them speak about it in the following way:  

“At first when my family members learnt about it, they got very upset (especially my mother), but later when they felt that I liked my way of living, they got used to that fact, although now there are still some disputes about it” (says a barber of 27 years old).  

       
“That was terrible…. They forbade me to go out of the house, there were quarrels all the time in our house. My family couldn’t get used to that idea” (a student of 19 years old says).   

       
“They have accepted that fact very calmly, though, perhaps, they didn’t show me, that they were shocked” (A singer of 32 years old says this).

“Extremely bad … My father kept accusing my mother. Now, at home they keep calling me a fool” (an actor of 19 years old says).  


But, despite of family conflicts in homosexuals families, to the question with which layers of the society they had conflicts most frequently, the majority of them answered: “With people having traditional sexual orientation and police” (see table 3).

Table 3

 With which layers of the society do you usually have conflicts? 

                  (The answers of respondents were restricted to three).

Male
Female
Total

People having traditional sexual orientation 
8
3
12

Relatives
0
2
2

Police
6
0
6

Haven’t had conflicts
0
1
1

Three gays said that they had to give up the style they had chosen, as many people had negative attitude towards it. According to their answers, sometimes conflicts with heterosexuals transferred from mockery into beating. 

Two lesbians said (16 and 20 years old), that they were sometimes discriminated, when going to some entertaining places.  

What refers to lesbians, their conflicts are not as sharp as gays’ conflicts are. They usually happen with people having non-traditional sexual orientation. Nobody of interviewed lesbians mentioned conflicts with police. We can’t say the same for gays. 

“There was a time, when police used to “gather” homosexuals and beat them, maybe they needed some money. All of them were released by giving bribes, each gave 300-20000 USD, except one who invited a human rights protector for his case” (27 years old barber says).

 “… Police ‘catches’ gays, often uses them (he means forced sexual relations).

  … Everything was all right, I can’t say that they’ve treated me badly in police, they just electroshocked me in order to make me speak …”(19 years old actor).

That is how homosexual people speak about RA civil police. 

In general, homosexuals speak about their conflicts with great difficulties – some of them were afraid, others couldn’t remember the events that had been so painful for them. But in spite of this, questions about the protection of sexual minority’s rights were answered very easily, as there was nothing to speak about. Analyzing the results of 15 interviews, we can say that though the majority of respondents (11 people) thought that first of all the Government should protect Human Rights, and then people in their own, only one of them has mentioned that in case of problems he would apply for state bodies’ protection (to the question whether he protects his rights, the same person answered “No, it is useless”). (See table 4)

                                                               Table 4

In your opinion, who should protect human rights?


Female
Male
Total

Person himself
7
2
9

Group of my friends
3
3
6

Family 
1
1
2

State bodies
4
7
11

NGOs
2
0
2

International organizations 
2
4
6

If you had problems, whom would you first apply to?


Female
Male
Total

I would protect myself
2
4
6

Friends 
4
3
7

My family members 
0
1
1

State bodies
1
0
1

NGOs
0
0
0

International organizations 
0
0
0

In such cases the majority (7 people) is inclined to apply to their friends, most of them (6 people) only rely on themselves, a part of them (4 girls1) choosing the way of self-protection, interpret:  

    
“I ignore those people, who violate my rights. I consider myself intellecually higher than they are (20 years old student).


“I don’t care about others. I do whatever I want. Sometimes if something happens, I protect myself (she means physical strength)(20 year olds sportswoman). 

 
The way of self-protection a lesbian chose is pretending to be a boy (20 years old singer).


The majority of interviewed gays (9 people) mentioned, that despite of numerous causes, they don’t apply to Human Rights protector for solving conflicts, considering it useless, (they usually believe that in RA, organizations of Human rights protection are far from implementing their real mission)2. Only one gay has applied to a Human rights protector and had desirable results (see table 5).










Table 5

Have you ever applied to Human Rights Protection organizations?  

I haven’t applied, there was no need
I haven’t applied, as it was in vain 
I haven’t applied, I didn’t know whom to apply
I have applied, but in vain 
I have applied and had some results

Male
0
6
1
0
1

Female
3
3
1
0
0

Total
3
9
2
0
1

It is necessary to emphasize once more the consequence, that the phenomenon of homosexuality became comparatively apparent in Armenia during recent years. That is why, the problems of sexual minorities’ representatives are not included in activities of Human rights protection institutes and other ones in Armenia. There aren’t certain mechanisms for these problems’ solutions, as well as in health care and psychological sphere, in particular.


It is interesting that though the half of gays (7 people) thinks that people having non-traditional sexual orientation can avoid problems concerning their sexual orientation outside Armenia, they are not usually inclined to migrate for avoiding them (see tables 6 and 7):

Table 6

In you opinion, can homosexuals, living outside Armenia, avoid problems related to their sexual orientation?

Answers
Female
Male
Total

Can avoid
4
3
7

Cannot avoid
3
4
7

Table 7

Would you like to leave RA in order to avoid problems related to your 

sexual orientation?/ Would you leave in case you were not a homosexual?

Answers
Female
Male
Total

Yes/ yes
3
4
7

No/yes
2
2
4

Yes/no
0
1
1

No/no
2
1
3

As it is shown in tables 6,7, seven homosexuals from 15 respondents want to leave Armenia in any case. They are inclined to leave Armenia not only because of conflicts on their homosexual way of life, but also to avoid difficulties with general conditions in Armenia (11 of them can’t get used to some element of Armenian national culture). Four people wanted to leave Armenia, but that had nothing to do with problems concerning their sexual orientation. Three respondents didn’t intend to migrate in any case and only one gay said that he would like to leave only for one reason, i.e. he has difficulties related to his homosexual life in Armenia. Anyway, they say that the homosexual life of a person is well protected in Holland. However, interviews with homosexual people show that despite of psychological, moral and physical pressures, interviewed homosexuals are not particularly inclined to migrate, though the motivation of their migration is based on legal context as well. 

PART THREE

EXPERT SURVEY

As the homosexuality was hidden in Armenia during long time, there is a very small number of specialists, who can give any information concerning this theme. Mainly experts were speaking about conflicts that homosexuals were facing. In spite of the fact that interviewed gays didn’t speak about their military service, experts mentioned this sphere as being the problematic one. They found that gays have many problems with those who have traditional sexual orientation. Here are some of these opinions:

“The Ministry of Defense with military persecution elaborated a range of criminal articles, which forbids some people to serve in army.  One of them is the Article N 116 about the gays. But if the person has not been punished and has any document (Ministry of Home Affairs certificate his homosexuality, descriptions of personal file or medical papers, )  certifying  his homosexuality, he is obliged to pass stationary checkup in a medical station. There are some cases when the young people pretend to be homosexuals to avoid military service and of course, as our society doesn’t accept homosexuality, sometimes homosexuals hide their orientation and go to army. Unfortunately often commanders detect it very late, usually when other soldiers refuse to eat with him at the same table and keep away from his bed. The cases of physical and sexual violation of homosexuals are not exception as well

 ( they are not frequent and are punished also). During the time they feel isolated and fall into depression. In such cases commanders send this young man into the hospital and if his homosexuality is confirmed, they discharge him, but if not, they send him to another casern”.  

Another expert describes the military service of homosexuals as more complicated and conflictual one                   

“…It’s very difficult for them in the army too. …After they say they are homosexuals, commanders send them to the hospital.  …The most savage violation of human rights is observed when a person is sent hospital against his will, especially for getting psychiatric treatment. Besides, gay cannot sit at the same table with the other soldiers in case they are aware of his homosexuality. They give him separate table and dishes. I know a casern, where soldiers revolted and demanded to change the dishes, because of a homosexual among them. I know another caserne, where there are special barracks for homosexuals. I can tell also about young men who presented documents certifying their criminal proceedings according article N 116, but they were not regarded as homosexuals”.

As these opinions contradict each other in some aspects, there is necessity of a further interpretation. After speaking to some young men who have just finished their military service and taking into consideration the opinion of another expert, I can summarize the following: the soldiers are not examined in proper way, because of lack homosexual psychology (the culture of psychology is not usual) at the Medical Institute in Armenia. That is why isolated military service for gays is inevitable. The other reason of isolation is the ignorance of heterosexual soldiers and officers toward them.   

One of the experts considers the conflict between police and homosexuals as a very severe one:

“…They just call and tell them that there is a problem. In the police department they offer them to say a name of a reach homosexual, to give them money, otherwise they will institute a criminal proceeding according to the article N 116. If the police takes them to the regional police department they have to pay 500 Dollars and if to the central one - 1000 Dollars”. 

The amount of money depends also on the status of the person. I know a person from the middle stratum of population who gives them a great amount of money. When I offer him my help, he refused because of

his family and he didn’t want them to become aware of it . 

…Police treat them very badly. They can take them without any reason.   They humiliate them and make film during their recognition to use it against them in the future. There were cases of denunciations in workplaces. I know some people who were dismissed because of these facts”.

From the analysis of survey results on homosexuals, we see that they are very vulnerable in the sphere of their rights’ protection. Some experts are agree with them that nobody protects the rights of homosexuals in Armenia.

Here are the opinions of the president of Helsinki Association and of military prosecutor.

“ … Except our organization, none is dealing with homosexuals rights’ protection in Armenia. More, one of the  consultants of the  Human Rights Organization by the President of RA says that the rights of homosexuals should not be protected, on the contrary they must be more limited. …One group of young people applied to different organization, but everywhere they told them that they didn’t occupy with this kind of problems. Finally, I had a call from a well-known office (IDHR).” 

Military court:

“I think that they are ill ant there is not any necessity to institute a criminal proceeding against them… ”.

“I try to help them to emigrate, as it’s very difficult to keep them here because of our mentality. But I know only some cases of their departures from Armenia. Thought, when I offer them to leave they refuse and say: “We want them to treat us well and we will stay in Armenia”. Armenia is their homeland, they work here, that’s why they don’t want to leave it.”

Here is the attitude of a human rights protector towards migration of homosexuals. 

But according to the chief of the juridical branch of Migration and Refugees department of RA, the migration for homosexuals is also quite problematic. 

“…As a rule the migrants pretend to get refugee’s status abroad. The persecution by one of the five points is necessary for it, so homosexuals have juridical basis to leave the country, but there are big difficulties with the confirmation of their homosexuality. The great part of application forms, for getting refugee’s status according to the mentioned characteristic, is refused. We should tell that sometimes the opportunity to get refugee’s status on the ground of homosexuality is excessive used”.

CONCLUSION

The research showed that there is a group of people with not traditional sexual orientation, who very often has quite severe conflicts with the other strata of society in Armenia. When we have possibility to know the reasons of homosexuality or see earliest periods of person’s life a during our conversation,  we get certain answers “ Life was          toward them”. There were persons among them who were violated during the early period of their life by own father, and began to hate male representatives. There were also people who grew up in incomplete families, without necessary attention and in loneliness. Today homosexuals live in a country considered as democratic and humanities one, but the rights of a lot of  RA citizens, who have not traditional sexual orientations  are not protected.  but also  violated. 


Anyway how can we stop the ignorance toward the rights of homosexuals? 


The first step is done already. It’s decided to review the article N 116 and to exclude the first part of the last one. (page 2).


It’s necessary to elaborate and realize a system, which will stop the violation of homosexuals rights and restore them. The problems of homosexuals must be involved in Social Policy and medical spheres. In the range of obstacles for realization all this plans stands the fact, that the homosexuality is not accepted by our national culture.    

ANNEX

ANNEX 1

Main Frame for Expert Interview on Religious Minorities

1. Are you familiar with sects (registered or not) that are operating in RA today?

· If yes, state which 

· How do you evaluate their activities?

· In your opinion how must state threat them?

2. Many sects are complaining of the pressure toward them in RA and that is why the members of these sects are seeking refuge among foreign countries. 

· Do you know such facts?

· Does state, political parties or non-governmental organization put pressure on sects in RA?

· How does Armenian society, in general, treat them?

3. Which sphere of sects’ activities bothers you and the whole society in general? 

4. Which side of sect’s activities is incongruent with our mentality and traditions?

5. The results of our research have shown that many sectarians do not fulfill their obligations in military forces.

· What is the danger of it?

· Do you think it is necessary to apply the alternative service in RA? 

6. What do you think if the reason of taking refuge is the pressure and negative attitudes toward sectarians? 

7.  How does Armenian Apostolic Church treat sects? Does Church have to do anything about this issue?

8. What is the reason of such a wide dissemination of sectarians among us?

QUESTIONAIRE ON RELIGIOUS MINORITIES
1. In which sect (church) are you involved?

1. “Jehova’s witnesses”



27
45.0%

45.0%


2. “Krishnaides”




26
43.3%

43.3%

3. “Kharizmates”




7
11.7%

11.7%

2. How long are you the member of this sect (church)?

1. 3-6 months




1
1.7%

1.7%

2. 6 months-1 year




0
0.0%

0.0%

3. 1-2 year





7
11.7%

11.7%

4. 2-5 years




19
31.6%

31.6%

5. More than five years



33
55.0%

55.0%

3. Where did you get the information about this sect (church)?

1. From the representative of this sect

28
46.7%

41.2%

2. From the relatives, friends


32
53.3%

53.3%

3. From the relatives, friends living in 

    foreign countries



0
0.0%

0.0%

4. From the newspapers, brochures

8
13.3%

11.8%

5. By TV, radio




0
0.0%

0.0%

6. Others





0
0.0%

0.0%

4. Which religion or religious direction did you preach before?

1. Christianity




33
55.0%

55.0%

a. Armenian Apostolic Church


33
100.0%
55.0%

b. Orthodox Church



0
0.0%

0.0%

c. Catholic Church



0
0.0%

0.0%

2. Islam





0
0.0%

0.0%

3. Atheism or nothing



24
40.0%

40.0%

4. God





2
3.3%

3.3%

99. Have difficulties to answer


1
1.7%

1.7%

5. Is you sect (church) registered by the authorities of the RA?

1. Yes





7
11.6%

11.6%

2. No





49
81.7%

81.7%

3. I don’t know




1
1.7%

1.7%

99. Have difficulties to answer


3
5.0%

5.0%



6. Why did you decide do become a member of this sect (church)?

1. To cognize the truth of God,

I found there the right way,

I liked the ideas, I need them and

they are close to me



32
53.0%

46.4%

2. The right perception of God, 

and my love to him



5
8.3%

7.2%

3. They give me the full and 

valid answers from the Bible


15
25.0%

21.7%

4.  Intern motives




1
1.7%

1.4%

5.  For the spiritual and physical calm

2
3.3%

2.9%

6.  My mother recovered from very

     grave illness




1
1.7%

1.4%

7.  Friendly atmosphere and relations

1
1.7%

1.4%

8.  Because of the family traditions

1
1.7%

1.4%

9.  Dissatisfaction from the religion

     preached before



1
1.7%

1.4%

10. Difficult psychological situation

3
5.0%

4.3%

11. It was interesting for me, so I 


decided to visit it and than I began


to believe in it 




3
5.0%

4.3%

12. I like it





1
1.7%

1.4%

99. Have difficulties to answer


3
5.0%

4.3%

7. What do you get from the contacts with your leaders?

1. Spiritual goods




60
98.4%

100.0%

2. Material goods




0
0.0%

0.0%

3. My life became richer



1
1.6%

1.7%

8. Are you expectations realized after you membership in the sect (church)?

1. Yes





54
90.0%

90.0%

2. No





3
5.0%

5.0%

3. I don’t know




3
5.0%

5.0%

9. Why do you think that you expectations are not realized?

1. I don’t know yet the new religion 

completely




0
0.0%

0.0%

2. There were some misunderstandings, 

I waited for a little more


1
33.3%

50.0%

3. I had no expectations, I was just 

interested in it




2
66.7%

50.0%

10. Do the authorities ever limit your rights?

1. Yes





16
26.7%

26.7%

2. No





44
73.3%

73.3%

3. I have difficulties to answer


0
0.0%

0.0%

11. How was it expressed?

1. We couldn’t participate to elections

0
0.0%

0.0%

2. We were deprived from the right to 

    speak





5
31.3%

8.3%

3.We were deprived from the right to

   be citizen




1
6.3%

1.7%

4.We were deprived from the right to

   have juridical protection


2
12.5%

3.3%

5.Agression




4
25.0%

6.7%

6. They call us to the Ministry of 

   National Security and interdict us to

   Preach





1
6.3%

1.7%

7. The deprive us from the right of 

   liberty of conscience and tell truth

1
6.3%

1.7%

8. The medias give fault information 

   about our organizations



1
6.3%

1.7%

9. Institution of criminal proceeding

1
6.3%

1.7%

12. Have you ever been pressed by the Armenian Apostolic Church?

1. Yes





10
16.7%

16.7%

2. No





50
83.3%

83.3%

13. How was it expressed or realized?

1. They forbid us to visit the church

0
0.0%

0.0%

2. They oblige us to accept the religion

    of Armenian Apostolic Church


5
45.5%

50.0%

3. The priest who study the religion at 

    school, said that he will dismiss me

    if I would not stop to preach
 

1
9.1%

10.0%

4. Aggression: they broke the doors

   everything 




1
9.1%

10.0%

5. The representatives of Armenia

   Apostolic church  peal by TV to

   annihilate the members of Jehova’s

   witnesses, until there is not

   too much of them. This programs are 

  organized by the Armenian 

  Apostolic Church.



3
27.3%

30.0%

   6. During the funeral of one person, 

      the priest began to  dispose all the

      people to me after he knew that I am 

      a member of the religious organization

      “Witnesses of Jehova”



1
9.1%

10.0%

14. Did you participate to the elections of RA President, National Assembly or local authorities during last three years?

1. Yes





18
30.0%

30.0%

2. No





42
70.0%

70.0%

15. According to the RA constitution every citizen shall participate in the defense of the Republic of Armenia in a manner prescribed by law. Did you do your duty approved by the Constitution? Did you do your military service? (Read this question only for the representatives of male population) 

1. Yes





33
75.0%

55.0%

2. No 





11
25.0%

18.3%

3. Have difficulties to answer


0
0.0%

0.0%

16. Why not?

1. I did my military service in 

      the years of SU and were 

     commissioned after graduation.

1
7.7%

9.1%


2. I can’t do my military service 

     because God doesn’t allow to

     take up arms and to kill.   


5
38.5%

45.5%

3. I don’t think that our country

          needs of defense



0
0.0%

0.0%

4. Dispensed because of bad health

    according to law



5
38.5%

45.5%

5. Give us the opportunity to do another

kind of military service


1
7.7%

9.1%

      6. I will do my duty if they call me

1
7.7%

9.1%

17. Have you any relations with the members from foreign countries?

1. Yes





8
13.3%

13.3%

2. No





52
86.7%

86.7%

3. Other





0
0.0%

0.0%

18. Did you apply to any foreign country for getting political asylum?

1. Yes (to the Germany)



1
1.7%

1.7%

2. No





59
98.3%

98.3%

3. Other





0
0.0%

0.0%

19. What was the reason of such a decision?

1. I wanted to live freely and to preach
1
100.0%

1.7%

20. What is the attitude of your relatives, friends and the society to your membership to the sect (church)?

Answers
Relatives
Friends
Society


Number
%
Number
%
Number
%

1. Positive
37
61.6
33
55.0
18
30.0

2. Negative
12
20.0
6
10.0
9
15.0

3. Indifferent
6
10.0
19
31.7
26
43.3

4. 
1
1.7
0
0.0
1
1.7

5. 
1
1.7
2
3.3
0
0.0

6. Their opinions are not interesting for me
0
0.0
0
0.0
1
1.7

7. Normal
0
0.0
0
0.0
1
1.7

8. 
1
1.7
0
0.0
0
0.0

9. Have difficulties to answer
2
3.3
0
0.0
4
6.7

21. Have you ever participated to the meetings organized by your sect (church) in foreign countries?

1. Yes





15
25.0%

25.0%

2. No





45
75.0%

75.0%

22. Please mention the country

1. Russia





9
42.9%

60.0%

2. Georgia





7
33.3%

46.7%

3. Ukraine





3
14.3%

20.0%

4. Poland





1
4.8%

6.7%

5. Germany




1
4.8%

6.7%

23. Do you consider yourself full and free RA citizen?

1. Yes





54
90.0%

90.0%s

2. No





4
6.7%

6.7%

3. Have difficulties to answer


2
3.3%

3.3%

24. What is the reason?

1. Persecutions




0
0.0%

0.0%

2. Ignorance




2
50.0%

3.3%

3. Absence of confidence



0
0.0%

0.0%

4. Can’t act freely




1
25.0%

1.7% 


5. Misunderstanding



1
25.0%

1.7%

25. Have you any conflicts with you family members because of you membership in sect?

1. Yes





20
33.3%

33.3%

2. No





40
66.7%

66.7%

26. How is it expressed?

1. They don’t like my choice


15
75.0%

25.0%

2. They are member of another sect

0
0.0%

0.0%

3. They are witnesses of Armenian

    Apostolic Church



2
10.0%

3.3%

4. Divorce





3
15.0%

5.0%

5. Have difficulties to answer


0
0.0%

0.0%

27. Do you preach to involve new members in your sect?

1. Yes





48
80.0%

80.0%

2. No





12
20.0%

20.0%

28. Which age group is more disposed to your preaches?

1. Under 18 years old



1
1.9%

2.1%

2. 18-25





4
7.7%

8.3%

3. 25-40





11
21.2%

22.9%

4. 40 and more




5
9.6%

10.4%

5. All





31
59.6%

64.6%

29. Where do you preach?

1. We go to the flats



37
35.9%

75.5%

2. In the street




33
32.0%

67.3%

3. In the places for rest (yards, gardens)

27
26.2%

55.1%

4. In my flat




2
1.9%

4.1%

5. In your conference rooms


4
3.9%

8.2%

30. What gives you your membership in a sect?

1. Spiritual advantage



41
57.7%

68.3%

2. Security





11
15.5%

18.3%

3. My life became more sensefull  




          I got a right perception.

          A real faith




10
14.1%

16.7%

      4. Family happiness



1
1.4%

1.7%

      5. Existence of intern sentiments


6
8.5%

10.0%

      6.
 With God’s secure



2
2.8%

3.3%

31. Have you ever conflicts with juridical bodies?

1. Yes





8
13.3%

13.3%

2. No





52
86.7%

86.7%

32. For what reason?

1. For being a member of a sect



3
37.5%

5.0%

2. For preaching at the streets 



1
12.5%

1.7%

3. For anti-governmental, anti-church activity 

3
37.5%

5.0%

4. They imprisoned me for one year for avoiding from 

RA military service, a instituted proceedings against me
 1
12.5%

1.7%

33. Does your sect, church have its own representatives in legislative, executive and juridical authorities?

Answers
In Legislative body
In Executive body 
In juridical body


Number
%
Number
%
Number 
%

Yes
0
0.0
1
1.7
0
0.0

No
49
81.7
47
78.3
48
80.0

Diff. to answer
11
18.3
12
20.0
12
20.0

34. Are there any organizations, which assist the activity of your sect, church? 

a. Yes





2
3.3%

3.3%

b. No






56
93.4%

93.4%

c. Diff. to answer




2
3.3%

3.3%

35. Mention them, please

1. Brothers of the same belief operating in foreign countries, 

Our organization in other countries


2
100%

3.3%

36. Have you or your family members been religiously persecuted? 

1. Yes





4
6.7%

6.7%

2. No






56
93.3%

93.3%

37. If Yes, then by whom and when?

1. In 2001 the Office of Prosecutor arose a case against my 

brother, for avoiding from military service and he was

imprisoned for 2 years




  2
50.0%

3.3%

2. A battle organized by Vazgen Sargsyan in 1994-1995
  1
25.0%

1.7%

3. At the airport a man took my books away and hit my head 1
25.0%

1.7%

38. Where do you get the necessary brochures, literature and press from?

1. Sectarians living abroad
 



21
32.8%

35.0%

2. Relatives, friends, acquaintances



5
7.8%

8.3%

3. Daughter sectarian organizations 



5
7.8%

8.3%

4. Our organization (leader of the organization). We print them

    ourselves (we have our own printing house) 

17
26.6%

28.3%

5. It is not your business




4
6.3%

6.7%

6. I have bought them, they used to be much more and cheaper,

    but now we also buy




3
4.7%

5.0%

7. No place 






1
1.6%

1.7%

99. Diff. to answer





8
12.5%

13.3%

39. Have you been abroad during recent 3 years by the assistance of your sectarian organization (seminars are not meant)?

1. Yes 






1
1.7%

1.7%

2. No







59
98.3%

98.3%

40. In which country? 

1.CIS (Russia)






1
100.0%
1.7%

2. European countries 





0
0.0%

0.0%

3. USA 






0
0.0%

0.0%

4. Other 






0
0.0%

0.0%

41. Did you have difficulties while seeking a job or not?

1. Yes






1
1.7%

1.7%

2. No







58
96.7%

96.7%

3. Diff. to answer





1
1.7%

1.7%

42. If Yes, then what kind of difficulties and with whom? 

1. When a director of a enterprise, learnt that I was a Jehovah’s

witness, he was refusing to give me a job, saying that I would 


preach at the office 




1
100.0%
1.7%

43. Do you wish to live and work abroad? 

1. Yes






9
15.0%

15.0%

2. No 







46
76.7%

76.7%

3. It depends on the will of God 



2
3.3%

3.3%

4. Haven’t thought about it 




1
1.7%

1.7%

99. Diff. to answer





2
3.3%

3.3%

44.1. If Yes, then in which country? 

1. USA






3
33.4%

5.0%

2. Germany






2
22.2%

3.3%

3. Russia






1
11.1%

1.7%

4. England






1
11.1%

1.7%

5. Greece






1
11.1%

1.7%

99. Diff. to answer





1
11.1%

1.7%

44.2. Why? 

1. Employment 





1
12.5%

1.7%

2. I have some friends and relatives there 


3
37.5%

5.0%

3. Knowledge of language 




1
12.5%

1.7%

4. Democratic country




3
37.5%

5.0%

45. Are there such members in your sect (church), who have migrated to foreign countries? 

1. Yes






30
50.0%

50.0%

2. No







10
16.6%

16.6%


99. Diff. to answer





20
34.4%

34.4%

46.1. If there are some, then when has it happened?

1. Various years 





3
8.8%

10.0%

2. 1988






2
5.9%

6.7%

3. 1989






1
2.9%

3.3%

4. 1994






2
5.9%

6.7%

5. 1995






2
5.9%

6.7%

6. 1997






1
2.9%

3.3%

7. 1998






2
5.9%

6.7%

8. 1999






5
14.7%

16.7%

9. 2001






2
5.9%

6.7%

99. Diff. to answer





14
41.2%

46.7%

46.2. For what purpose? 

1. Hard social-economic conditions 



8
26.7%

13.3%

2. Because of religious persecutions, I feel more free there 
5
16.7%

8.3%

3. In order to preach 





3
10.0%

5.0%

4. To release the child from military service 


2
6.7%

3.3%

5. By the invitation of the foreign country and relatives
1
3.3%

1.7%

6. Other 






1
3.3%

1.7%

99. Diff. to answer 





10
33.3%

16.7%

47. To which country have they usually migrated? 

1. Russia 






13
32.5%

43.3%

2. USA 






10
25.0%

33.3%

3. Holland 






1
2.5%

3.3%

4. Spain 






1
2.5%

3.3%


5. Germany






1
2.5%

3.3%

6. Denmark






1
2.5%

3.3%

7. France 






1
2.5%

3.3%

8. Greece






1
2.5%

3.3%

99. Diff. to answer





9
22.5%

30.0%

48. Approximately, how many people live and work abroad? 

1. 1-3







10
33.3%

16.7%

2. 3-5







7
23.4%

11.7%

3. 5-10 






4
13.3%

6.7%

4. 10-20






3
10.0%

5.0%

5. 20 and more






4
13.3%

6.7%

99. Diff. to answer





2
6.7%

3.3%

49. Do you contact with the members of your sect (church) living abroad? 

1. Yes






8
26.7%

13.3%

2. No







22
73.3%

36.7%

50.1. In what way do you contact with them and how often? 

1. By telephone





5
62.5%

8.3%

99. Refuse to answer, diff. to answer



3
37.5%

5.0%

50.2. How often do you contact with them? 

1. Once or several times a year 



2
25.0%

3.3%

2. Once in two-three months




2
25.0%

3.3%

99. Refuse to answer, diff. to answer



4
50.0%

6.7%

51. Now are there any members, who would like to leave or have to leave Armenia? 

1. Yes






21
35.0%

35.0%

2. No







19
31.7%

31.7%

99. Diff. to answer





20
33.3%

33.3%

52. The gender of the respondent.

a) Female 






16
26.7%

26,7%

b) Male 






44
73.3%

73.3%

53. Mention, please, Your age. 

1 18-24 years old





9
15.0%

15.0%

2. 25-40 years old





18
30.0%

30.0%

3. 40 years old and above 




33
55.0%

55.0%
54. Marital status

1. Married






35
58.3%

58.3%

2. Single






18
30.0%

30.0%

3. Widow






3
5.0%

5.0%

4. Divorced 






4
6.7%

6.7%

5. Other  






0
0.0%

0.0%

55. Your education 

1. Uncompleted secondary 




2
3.3%

3.3%

2. Secondary 






12
20.0%

20.0%

3. Specialized secondary 




18
30.0%

30.0%

4. Uncompleted high





4
6.7%

6.7%

5. High






24
40.0%

40.0%

6. Other






0
0.0%

0.0%

56. Social status 

1. Student 






2
3.3%

3.3%

2. Military servant 





0
0.0%

0.0%

3. Businessman





1
1.7%

1.7%

4. State officer 





14
23.3%

23.3%

5. Employee of a private institution 



9
15.0%

15.0%

6. Worker






3
5.0%

5.0%

7. Pensioner






3
5.0%

5.0%

8. Unemployed





22
36.6%

36.6%

9. Housewife






1
1.7%

1.7%

10. Intellectual 





4
6.7%

6.7%

11. Preacher






1
1.7%

1.7%

57. What is your monthly average income for one person? 

1. Up to 5.000 drams 




31
51.6%

51.6%

2. 5.000 – 15.000





20
33.3%

33.3%

3. 15.000 – 30.000





4
6.7%

6.7%

4. 30.000 – 50.000





1
1.7%

1.7%

5. 50.000 – 75.000





0
0.0%

0.0%

6. 75.000 – 100.000 





0
0.0%

0.0%

7. 100.000 – 150.000




0
0.0%

0.0%

8. 150.000 – 250.000




0
0.0%

0.0%

9. 250.000 and more





0
0.0%

0.0%

99. Diff. to answer





4
6.7%

6.7%
ANNEX 2

Main Frame for Expert Interview on Ethnic Minorities

1. In your opinion, are there Azeris in RA today?

If yes, what is the approximate rate of pure –100% Azeris and descendants of mixed marriages residing in Armenia

2. What do you think, if Azeris have problems in Armenia because of their national belongings?


If yes, please describe, how this problems become apparent  

3. From whom is the main pressure coming  (society, official bodies, or any other)

a) are you acquainted with such occasion? 

If yes, please describe it.

b) Please, classify the sources of pressure toward Azeris in accordance with its intensification. 

4. In your opinion what are the motives of such pressures today? 

5. What do you think; in general, how Armenian society treats them.

What are the prevailing emotions, attitudes of Armenians toward them? 

If possible, please, classify Armenian society into groups or stratum in accordance with increasing negative attitudes toward Azeris(I mean also descendants of mixed marriages)- how each stratum treats them?

a) This kind of attitudes toward Azeris have been always - before and now – or these attitudes were formed just after the events of 1988.

b) In your opinion, how Armenians residing in Azerbaijan are treated now (if there are such Armenians there)

c) What could be done for improvement of Azeri-Armenian daily relationship?

6. Please, describe the differences and similarities of those Azeris’ statuses who are residing in Armenian villages and those who are residing in cities. (We mean the sphere of civil rights’ violation and protection of Azeris, also the difficulties connected with rights’ protection.) 

7. In your opinion if the situation had been changed for Azeris after we became member of European Union. If yes, how? (What did this membership give us- Armenians- and what it gave to our national, religious and sexual minorities).

8. Whom Azeris will apply to for their rights’ protection first of all. 

In the frames of this question please, clarify the role of HR organizations in democratic countries and evaluate their current activities in RA. 

9. What is the reason that people keep off applying to legal bodies, HR organizations?

(To find out if people have the same attitudes toward local and international HR organizations. How you can explain this?)

10.  Do Azeris residing in Armenia have sufficient ground (reason) for seeking refuge (asylum) in foreign countries? 

Why, you think they have or have not?

a) What do you think if their rights’ are really violated on national basis or bad social conditions constrain them to take refuge?

11. If there were some Azeris, who would like to leave Armenia, where, do you think, they would take refuge in? (I mean the concrete country) 

Please, explain your answer.  

12. What do you think how does poor social-economic situation of Armenia impact on the number of Armenian’s who are going to migrate.

Explain the role of bad social-economic conditions in the migration processes in general.

 Please, give some other cases of high migration, which is similar to Armenian one.
Questionnaire on Ethnic Minorities
1. How long the place of interview (concrete city or village) 

is your place of residence?

a) 1-5 years







3r.

b) 5-10 years







2r.

c) 10-20 years







6r.

d) More than 20 years 






2r.

e) Born and grow







2r.

2. Please, tell if you had and have problems with

The reason of the problem
In the past
Now

Religion belonging 
0
1r.

Political views/orientations 
1r.
0

National belonging
4r.
5r.

Economic situation
0
12r.

Sexual orientation
0
0

Cultural specificity
0
1r.

Specificity of own character 
0
2r.

3. Please, describe the most unpleasant and painful incident that had happened to you on the ground of your national belonging in Armenia

 Various manifestations of 1988-1993 conflict on national ground  - 
8r.
Negative attitudes toward them as an Azeri of the same years - 

3r.

Economic situation of their families-





2r.

Aluminium pilferage







1r.

No incident








1r.
4. If as an Azeri it became impossible for you to live in Armenia where would you find shelter?

a) In Azerbaijan









b) In other CIS country 




(concrete country ____________)        Russia


7r.

c) In one of European countries 



(concrete country_____________)

d) In USA







1r.

e) Other








7r.

f) Difficult to answer 

5. Why would you like to take shelter in this country? What underlies in your choice?

It is cheaper to get Russia, know Russian language, no national discrimination in US. ,   etc

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

6. When you meet other people you

a) always say proudly you are Azeri




1r.

b) say them you are Azeri only when they are asking about

2r.

c) conceal that fact as much as possible 




6r.

d) never say you are Azeri





6r.

7. In your opinion which minority rights are mostly violated in Armenia

a) Kurds










b) Georgians

c) Russians







1r.

d) Azeris








5r.

e) Germans

f) Others         No minority





3r.

g) Difficult to answer






6r.

8. Can you state, that Armenian society treats you in general

a) Kindly








8r.

b)  Neutrally, objectively






1r.

c) With hostility







3r.

d) With an awful hostility





1r.

e) Difficult to answer






2r.

9. Do you have such Azeri friends and relatives who had problems or conflicts with Armenians?

a) Yes








6r.

b) No








9r

10. Do you have such Azeri friends and relatives who found shelter in European Countries during the last 5 years?

a) Yes (approximately how many 22 persons)



6r.

b) No (omit the next question)





8r.

11. In your opinion what made them to shelter

 Ethnic conflict mostly

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. And, do you have such Armenian friends and relatives who found shelter in European Countries during the last 5 years?

a) Yes (approximately how many 38 families)



8r.

b) No (omit the next question)





7r.

13. In your opinion what made them to shelter

Poor socio-economic conditions

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Give your answers to each statement

a) I identify myself as “Yerevansman” / “Bakusman” / other   4r./4r./0r.

b) I identify myself as Armenian / Azeri /  other
           
3r./3r./2r.

c) I identify myself as Christian / Muslim / other

6r./0r./2r.

d) I identify myself as European / Asian / other
   
4r./4r./0r.

15. Please, follow the example and describe yourself. In my vein flows 20% Armenian blood, 20% Azeri blood, 30% Russian blood and 20% German blood.

50% Azeri (father) and 50% Armenian (mother)




8r.

50% Azeri (mother) and 50% Armenian (father)




5r.

100% Azeri








2r.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

16. Have you ever applied to Human Rights Organizations?

a) Yes (omit the next question)





12r.

b) No (omit the 18th question)





3r.

17. Why you have not applied to Human Rights Organizations?

Do not trust them








6r.

Avoid publicity








2r.

Not aware of them 







2r.

No necessity 








2r.

18. When have you applied to Human Rights Organizations, on what topic and what was the result?

No results









3r.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. Which statement are you agree with

a) Human Rights Organizations are still very far from 

fulfilling its real functions in Armenia



   
6r.

b) Human Rights Organizations sometimes have results in Armenia  
2r.
c) Human Rights Organizations are always defending 
the rights of those who apply in person





d) It is difficult t answer
           




       
7r
20. In your opinion what are the prevailing attitudes of Armenian nation toward different minorities 

Attitudes


National minorities
Sexual minorities
Religious minorities

Violates the rights of minorities
3r.
1r.
-

Indifferent to the minorities 
2r.
2r.
1r.

Tolerant toward minorities
7r.
-
-

Tries to support the minorities
2r.
-
-

It is difficult to answer
-
12r.
14r.

Overall
14r.
15r.
15r.

21. Please, describe the main problems you are worried about at present

Peace in the world








4r.

Socio-Economic conditions






13r.

Deception on payment salaries






2r.

Disunity of family 







3r.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22. If you were given a choice where would you like to live

a) In Azerbaijan







1r.

b) In other CIS country 




(concrete country ____________)
Russia



6r.

c) In one of European countries 



(concrete country_____________)




1r.

d) In USA







1r.

e) In Armenia







5r.

f) In Nagorno-Karabakh

g) Other








1r.

h) Difficult to answer 
23. Why you would like to live in that country

Many relatives and friend in Russia, Armenia is fatherland, Unexplainable and etc.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

24. What is your biggest dream/wish today? 

To join with the family,

To become jurist,

To live better,

Welfare and Peace,

Dreams about big sport,
To overcome hard socio-economic situation,

To depart from Armenia,

To become champion in the “Taykwon Do”,

Wishes prosperity to Armenia and its children,

To find a job and to marry,
To work and help my disabled child,

No dreams today they left in past,

Wishes Peace,

To marry with the beloved,

To be able to make everyday bread. 

25. Respondents’ sex (Not to read)

a) Male








5r.

b) Female








10r.

26. How old are you?

_____________________

27. Your marital status

a) Married







4r.

b) Single








6r.

c) widow/widower






4r.

d) divorced







1r.

e) other

28. Your education 

a) Incomplete secondary






4r.

b) Secondary







5r.

c) Special-Secondary






4r.

d) Incomplete Higher






1r.

e) Higher








1r.

f) Other

29. Social status

a) Student







1r.

b) businessman/woman

c) soldier

d) worker of private enterprise

e) pensioner







3r.

f) unemployed







9r.

g) state officer

h) housewife







2r.

i) scientist

j) other

30. Monthly average income per person in your family

a) up to 5000 drams






12r.

b) 5.000-15.000 drams






3r.

c) 15.000 – 30.000 drams

d) 15.000 – 30.000



e) 30.000 – 50.000



f) 50.000 – 75.000

g) 75.000 – 100.000

h) 100.000 –150.000

i) 150.000 –250.000

j) 250.000 and more

ANNEX 3

Questionaire on Sexual Minorities

1. With which one of the following statements are you agree?

1. Human being has right to do everything in born



10

2. Human being has not any rights





  0

3. Each  State itself institutes the rights and responsibilities 

of  its citizens








  1

4. Human being has right to do all that is not interdicted by the

international laws.  







  4

2.
In your opinion, who should protect human rights?


1.
Individual should protect himself/herself




  9


2.
Friends








  6


3.
Family









  2


4.
State bodies 








11


5.
NGOs 








  
  2


6.
International organizations






  6

3.
To whom will you apply first of all in case some problems arise?


1.
I will protect myself







6


2.
To my friends








7


3.
To my family’s members






1


4.
To state bodies







1


5.
To local NGOs

 





0


6.
International organizations






0

5.
How old were you when you felt that you were not indifferent towards the representatives of your sex?

1. Under 5 years old 
 






3

2. 10-16 









8

3. 17-20









4

6.
In your opinion, homosexuality is in born or it is gained during the life period?


1.
They all born homosexuals






1


2.
They all accept it







4


3.
Some of them born homosexuals, some of them 
accept it

10


4. I have difficulties to answer






0

7.
Are there other homosexuals among your relatives?


1.
Yes









3


2.
No









8


3.
I don’t know








4

8.
What is the attitude of your relatives to this fact?


1.
We had serious problems






2


2.
We had little problems






3


3.
We didn’t have any problems






3



(If there are or were any problems, read question N 10.



If there were not any problems, read question N 13).
9. With whom did you have problems more frequently in your family?


1.
Mother









1


2.
Father









2


3.
Brother








2

10.
 How did they persecute you?


1.
I have been morally pressured





2


2.
I have been physiologically pressured




4


3.
I have been physically pressured





0


4.
I had financial problems






0


5.
I was under house arrest






1


6.
I was not persecuted







2

11.
 How did these conflicts develop and end?


1.
My family accepted this fact after a long period



0


2.
My family accepted this fact after a short period



2

4. I get rid of  my homosexual relations after  long conflicts


0


5.
I left my family







1


6.
We still have conflicts







1

12.
What is the attitude of people to your homosexuality?


1.
In general, friendly







0


2.
In general neutral, objective






0


3.
In general, hostile







6


4.
In general unbearable hostile
   





7


5.
I have difficulties to answer






2

13. With which stratum of the society do you have conflicts most frequently?(I mean conflicts concerning your homosexuality). (Check only three).
1.
With the people who have traditional sexual orientations


12

2.
With the members of my family





0

3.
With my friends







0

4.
With my relatives







2

5.
With the church







0

6.
With the police







6

7.
I didn’t have problems






1

14.
How often did you have problems?


1.
Every day








0


2.
Twice a week








0


3.
Once a week








1


4.
Twice a month








2


5.
Once a month








7


6.
Several times in a month






3


7.
Seldom








1

15.
How they persecuted you during this period?


1.
I was pressed morally







7


2.
I was pressed physiologically






10


3.
I was pressed physically






6


4.
I had financial problems






1


5.
I was isolated








0

16.
Are you married?


1.
Yes









0



2.
No (read question N 18)






15


17.
If you are married please describe you relations.


1. With your wife/husband



2. With your children

18.
Can you remember any case of homosexual conflict in the RA by which you were very impressioned? 
(If the respondent doesn’t tell about himself, you should ask him to tell about him also).


1.
A battle








7

2. Discrimination








2

3.
Murder









1

4.
Isolation (in the army)







1

5.
Humiliation








2

6.
House arrest








1

19.
Which statement you are agree with?



1.
I am a full citizen of RA






1


2.
Only 25% of Armenian citizens’ rights is more respected than 

mine












0


3.
50% of Armenian citizens’ rights are more respected than mine

0


4.
75% of Armenian citizens’ rights are more respected than mine

0


5.
Nobody’s rights are so violated as mine




1


6.
The rights of all Armenia citizens’ are violated



13

20.
Do you fight for you rights?

1. Yes









13

2. No (Read question N 22)






2

21.
How do you fight for your rights? (read question N 23)?

1. By my strength

a) I revolt








4

b) By physical force







1

c) I am pretending to be boy






1 

     2.
By the help of my friends






7

22. Why do not you fight?

1. It has no sense






 
2

23.  Do you think that in the other countries homosexuals can  escape such   kind of problems

1. Yes








7

2. No








7

3. Has difficulty to answer





1

24. Do you think that in the other countries you will not have problems related with your homosexuality.

Country
Yes
No
I don’t know

European countries
9 
3
0

CIS countries
6 
5
1

USA
7
5
0

25. Would you like to leave the RA to escape of such  kind of problems?

1. Yes (Mention the country)






8

2.
No









7

3.
I didn’t think about it







0


a. Yes, I  would like to leave for Holland




7


b. There is no difference for me 





1

26.Would you leave RA,  if you were not a homosexual?

1. Yes (Mention the country)






10

2. No









3

3. I didn’t think about it






2


a. USA








3


b. European countries






3


c. Arabian countries






1


d. I don’t know






3

27. When you communicate with other persons,  you


1. tell them always that you are homosexual?




0


2. tell them when they ask you about it





8


3. hide this fact as long as possible 





3


4. never say you are homosexual






2


5. tell if you trust them







2

28. Have you ever applied to the human rights organizations?


1. No









14


2. Yes (read question N   32)






1

29. Why have not you applied to the human rights organizations for your rights protection? (read question N  33)


1. There was no necessity to do it.





3


2. There is no sense to do it, because they can’t help me



9


3. I didn’t know to whom apply 






2

30. When have you applied to human rights organizations, what was the problem  and what  was the result. 


I have applied to the Helsinki Association for the violation of my rights by the civil police in 2000. I escape arresting without  bribing 
31. In general, can you state that human rights organizations in Armenia … 


1. are still far from the implementation of their real functions       

8


2.
Sometimes have  results

 




3


3.
They always protect those  who are applying 



0


4.
I have difficulty to answer






4

32. Do you think that the majority of Armenian population is intended to …

Attitude
Sexual minorities
National Minorities
Religious minorities

Violate the rights of minorities
11
1
2

Tolerant toward minorities 
0
5
6

Indifferent toward minorities
3
6
6

Tries to support them morally
0
1
0

Have difficulty to answer
1
2
1

35.  The sex of the respondent? (don’t read)

1. Female








7

2. Male








8

36. Please mention your age







1. 16-20








7



2. 21-25








5



3. 26-32








3

37. Marital status



1. Married








0



2. Single








14



3. Widow/Widower 







0



4. Divorced








1

38. Your education


1. incomplete secondary







1


2. secondary








4


3. secondary specialized







4


4. incomplete high








2


5.  high









4

39. Social status


1. student









4


2. officer









0


3. businessman








1


4. state worker.








0


5. worker of private enterprises






4


6. worker









0


7. pensioner








0


8. unemployed








0


9. housewife








0


10 . intelligent








0


11. artists









5


12. pupils









1

40. What is the average income per person monthly in your family.


1. up to 5.000 Drams







2


2. 6.000-15.000








2


3. 16.000-30.000








0


4. 31.000-50.000








2


5. 51.000-75.000








1  
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� Find attached the complete questionnaire  


� A passage from an interview with lady residing in post Azeri village. She became two-side prey to the conflict. 


� One of indigenous Azeris was among them


� This was the same indigenous Azeri


� This is the citation of their all wishes and dreams


� This is very approximate number


� Experts mean the years of 1988-1991 when the bloody outburst of popular nationalism took place  


� Famous Russian writer and poet 


� Mr. Chatoev is citizen of RA and his nationality is Kurd. 


� Sadakhlu is Georgian territory mainly settled by Azeris near to Armenian borderline, where Georgians, Armenians and Azeris are trading. 


� This also concerns every post Soviet republic. 


� Jack Snyder and Karen Ballentine, Nationalism And The Marketplace Of Ideas


� Relative deprivation is defined as actor’s perception of discrepancy between their value expectations and their value capabilities. 


1 Standard interview. The kind of interviewing, when the means of receiving information – questionnaire – is strictly standardized, the formulation of questions and their sequence are elaborated in advance.


2 A homosexual person, is the one who has inclination towards a representative of the same sex.


 Gay –a male having unisexual orientation. 


 Lesbian – a female having unisexual orientation. 


 Bisexual – a person who has sexual inclination towards a representative of both the same and the opposite sex.  


 See. Popular encyclopedic dictionary. Moscow, 1999


3 Detailed interview. The kind of interviewing, when there is no standardized questionnaire, only the framework of questions is planned in advance. 


4 ARTICLE 116. HOMOSEXUALITY. 


   Sexual relations of a male with another male (homosexuality) are punished by means of imprisonment of up to five years. Homosexuality in case of violence, threatens towards a person under age, or making use of dependent state of the victim, is punished by means imprisonment from three to seven years. (29.10.69 edition). 


5 “Snowball” method is implemented in order to find respondents. The essence of the latter is select certain  respondents, the names of those are learnt who also appear to be potential respondents. 





. 


1 We can consider the sub-culture of homosexuals to be a counterculture in comparison with prevailing culture in Armenia.


2 In order to conduct a successful interview it was necessary that homosexuals would accept the researcher not as an “interviewer” but as a person who understands them. 








1 See question 21


2 See question 33
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